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PREFACE. 


The  RELIC  LIBRARY  is  "born ."'  and  has  no  apology  to  make. 

Its  mission  is  to  gather  together  "in  one"  the  Writings  of  Joseph  Smith  the 

Seer. 

"God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  His  wonders  to  perform." 

The  Relic  Libtary  is  "endorsed"  by  the  crying  demand  for  "a  long  felt 
want"  and"  secured"  by  the  determined  will  of  its  publisher  to  put  it  upon  record 
"  if  it  takes  all  summer  " — and  winter. 

In  its  embryo  state  an  edict  was  sent  forth  by  the  Herod  of  Lamoni  to  destroy 
the  child. — Awakened  from  his  twenty  year1  s  sleep,  like  Rip  Van  Winkle,  he  is 
surprised  to  find  "us  tried  friends"  scooped,  and  beseechingly  asks  his  friends  to 
Wait  a  Little  Longer! — in  the  dim  distant  future ,  we,  "the  tried  friends"  will 
reproduce  the  Writings  of  Joseph  Smith — that  is,  just  the  "MILK" — the 
"MEAT"  wont  do  for  you,  Reader •   "  Meat  is  for  them  who  are  of  full  age." 

The  Relic  Library  will  give  you  the  meat  with  the  milk,  and  its  publisher  has 
no  startling  disclosures  to  make  in  his  collection:  The  Writings  of  Joseph  Smith 
th'e  Seer.     His  object  and  aim  is  to  give  a  fair,  impartial  and  nonpartizan  work. 

I  have  recollections   that  don't  ante-date  the  Flood,  and  seme  of  them  are 
connected  with  the  Inspired  Translation  of  the  Bilble. 

A  dim  recollection  arises  like  the  vapor  of  morning  that  this  Rip  Van  Win* 
kle  played  an  important  part  in  the  productiofi  of  that  work  as  printed. 


PREFACE. 

Compare  Section  2,  Lecture  on  Faith,  both  Kirtlami  edition  (l835)  an  J  Cin- 
cinnati edition  (1864)  Book  of  Covenants  with  that  work. 

See  Kirtlami  edition-"We  copy  from  the  Sew  Translation." 
Pead  Preface  -"We  have  arranged  them  into  the  follow.ng  work. 
See  Tosenh  Smith's  signature  to  this  "Preface. 

Read  on  TUle  page-"  C. ™  lly  Selected  from  the  Revelat.ons  of  God,  and 
Compii  ed  bv  Joseph  Smith,  Junior,"  etc. 

I*  you  -self  from  whence  these  quotations  and  "extracts   could  only  cone 
Read  in  R«  «id  Seasom,  Vol.  1.  No.  12.  page  192,  in  an  fcd.tor.nl  Not,,  as 

*0llTSi  *  ••  President  Joseph  Smith.  Jr.,  is  furnishing  us  essays  on  the  glorious 
subject  of  the  priesthood,  also  giving  us  extra**  of  the  Xew  Translation  to  lav 
before  our  readers. of  the  second  volume. 

Friends,  is  it  the  kind  of  work  that  was  done  in  the  New  Translate,  that 

you  want? 

I  am  not  a  member  of  any  church.  ^  ^   gnEEN> 

Yotik,  Neb.,  March  25,  1881V 


Church  *  History.!^ 


At  Lhe  request  of  Mr.  John  Went- 
worth,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the 
"Chicago  Democrat,"  I  have  written 
the  following  sketch  of  the  rise,  pro- 
gress, persecution,  and  faith  of  the 
Latter-Day  Saints,  of  which  I  have  the 
honor,  under  God,  of  being  the  founder. 
Mr.  W'^nt worth  says,  that  he  wishes 
to  furnish  Mr.  Bastow,  a  friend  of  his, 
who  is  writing  the  history  of  New 
Hampshire,  with  this  document.  As 
Mr.  Bastow  has  taken  the  proper 
steps  to  obtain  correct  information  all 
that  I  shall  ask  at  his  hands,  is,  that 
he  publish  the  account  entire,  ungar- 
nished,  and  without  misrepresenta- 
tion. 

1  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sharon, 
Windsor  county,  Vermont,  on  the,  23d 
day  of  December,  A.  D.  1805.  When 
ten  years  old  my  parents  removed  to 
Palmyra,  New  York,  where  we  resided 
about  Jour  years,  and  from  thence  we 
removed  to  the  town  of  Manchester. 

My  father  was  a  farmer  and  taught 
me  fie  art  of  husbandry.  When 
about  fourteen  years  of  age  1. began  to 
reflect  upon  the  importance  of  being 
prepared  for  a  future  state,  and  upon 
enquiring  the  plan  of  salvation  I  found 
that  there  was  a  great  clash  in  religi- 
ous sentiment:  if  I  went  to  one  soci- 
ety they  referred  me  to  one  plan,  and 
another  to  another:  each  one  point- 
ing to  his  own  particular  creed  as  the 


summuui  bonum  of  perfection:  consid- 
ering that  all  could  not  be  right,  and 
that  God  could  not  be  the  author  of 
so  much  confusion  1  determined  to  in- 
vestigate the  subject  more  fully,  be- 
lieving that  if  God  had  a  church  it 
would  not  be  split  up  into  factions. 
and  if  he  taught  one  society  to  wor- 
ship one  way,  and  administer  in  one 
set  of  ordinances,  lie  would  not  teach 
another  principles  which  were  dia- 
metrically opposed.  Believing  the  word 
of  God  I  had  confidence  in  the  declar- 
ation of  James:  M  If*  any  man  lack 
wisdom  let  him  asfc  of  God  who  giv- 
eth  to  all  men  liberally  and  upbraid- 
eth  not  and  it  shall  be  given  him,"  I 
retired  to  a  secret  place  in  a  grove 
and  began  to  call  upon  the  Lord,  while 
fervently  engaged  in  supplication  my 
mind  was  taken  away  from  the  ob- 
jects with  which  I  was  surrounded, 
and  I  was  enrapped  in  heavenly  vis- 
ion and  saw  two  glorious  personages 
who  exactly  resembled  each  other  in 
features  and  likeness,  surrounded  with 
a  brilliant  light  which  eclipsed  the 
sun  at  noon-day.  They  told  me  that 
all  religious  denominations  were  be- 
lieving in  incorrect  doctrines,  and  that 
none  of  them  was  acknowledged  of 
of  God  as  his  church  and  kingdom. 
And  I  was  expressly  commanded  to 
"go  nor,  after  them,''  at  the  same  time 
receiving  a  promise  that  the  fullness 
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of  the  gospsl  should  at  some  future 
time  be  made  known  unto  me. 

On  the  evening  of  ths  21st  of  Sep- 
tember, A.  D.  1823,  while  I  was  pray- 
ing unto  God,  and  endeavoring  to  ex- 
ercise faith  in  the  precious  promises 
of  scripture  on  a  sudden  a  light  like 
that  of  day,  only  of  a  far  purer 
and  more  glorious  appearance,  and 
brightness  burst  into  the  room,  in- 
deed the  first  sight  was  as  though  the 
house  was  filled  with  consuming  fire; 
the  appearance  produced  a  shock  that 
affected  the  whole  body;  in  a  moment 
a  personage  stood  before  me  sur- 
rounded with  a  glory  yet  greater  than 
that  with  which  I  was  already  sur- 
rounded. This  messenger  proclaimed 
himself  to  be  an  angel  of  God  sent  to 
bring  the  joyful  tidings,  that  the  cov- 
enant which  God  made  with  ancient 
Israel  was  at  hand  to  be  fulfilled,  that 
the  preparatory  work  for  the  second 
coming  of  the  Messiah  was  speedily 
to  commence;  that  the  time  was  a* 
hand  for  the  gospel,  m  all  its  fulness 
to  be  preached  in  power,  unto  all  na- 
tions that  a  people  might  be  prepared 
for  the  millennial  reign. 

I  was  informed  that  1  was  chosen 
to  be  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
God  to  bring  about  some  of  his  pur- 
poses in  this  glorious  dispensation. 

I  was  also  informed  concerning  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try, and  shown  who  they  were,  and 
from  whence  they  came;  a  brief  sketch 
of  their  origin,  progress,  civilization, 
laws,  governments,  of  their  righteous- 
ness and  iniquity,  and  the  blessings  of 
God^being  finally  withdrawn  from 
them  as  a  people  was  made  known  unto 
me:  I  was  also  told  where  there  was  de- 
posited some  plates  on  which  were  en- 
graven an  abridgement  of  the  records 
of  the  ancient  prophets  that  had  ex- 
isted oi  this  continent.  The  angel  ap- 
peared to  me  three  times    the  same 


night  and  unfolded  the  same  things. 
After  having  received  many  visits 
from  the  angels  of  God  unfolding  the 
majesty,  and  glory  of  the  events  that 
should  transpire  in  the  last  days,  on 
the  morning  of  the  22d  of  September, 
A.  D.  1827,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  de- 
livered the  records  into  my  hands. 

'These  records  were  engraven  on 
plates  which  had  the  appearance  of 
gold,  each  plate  was  six  inches  wide 
and  eight  inches  long'  and  not  quite  so 
thick  as  common  tin.  They  were  filled 
with  engravings,  in  Egyptian  charac- 
ters and  bound  together  in  a  volume 
as  the  leaves  of  a  book  with  three  rings 
running  through  the  whole.  The  vol- 
ume was  something  near  six  inches  in 
thickness,  a  part  of  which  was  sealed. 
The  characters  on  th«  unsealed  part 
were  small,  and  beautifully  engraved. 
The  whole  book  exhibited  many 
marks  of  antiquity  in  its  construction 
and  much  skill  in  the  art  of  engrav- 
ing. With  the  records  was  found  a 
curious  instrument  which  the  an- 
cients  called  "Urim  and  Thummim," 
which  consisted  of  two  transparent, 
stones  set  in  the  rim  of  a  bow  fastened 
to  a  breastplate. 

Through  the  medium  of  the  Urim 
andThummim  I  translated  the  record 
by  the  gift,  and  power  of  God. 

In  this  important  and  interesting 
book  the  history  of  ancient  America 
is  unfolded,  from  its  first  settlement 
by  a  colony  that  came  from  the  tower 
of  Babel,  at  the  confusion  of  lang- 
uages to  the  beginning  of  the  fifth 
century  of  the  Christian  em.  We  are 
informed  by  these  records  that  Amer- 
ica in  ancient  times  has  been  inhab- 
ited by  two  distinct  races  of  people. 
The  first  were  called  Jaredites  and 
came  directly  from  the  tower  of  Babel. 
The  seeoi.d  race  came  directly  from 
the  city  of  Jerusalem,  about  six  hun- 
dred years  before  Christ.     They  were 
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principally  Israelites,  of  the  descend- 
ants of  Joseph.  The  Jaredites  were 
destroyed  about  the  time  that  the  Is- 
raelites came  from  Jerusalem,  who 
succeeded  them  in  the  inheritance  of 
the  country.  The  principal  nation  of 
the  second  race  fell  in  battle  towards 
the  close  of  the  fourth  century.  The 
remnant  are  the  Indians  that  now  in- 
habit this  country.  This  book  also 
tells  us  that  our  Saviour  made  his  ap- 
pearance upon  this  continent  after  his 
resurrection,  that  he  planted  the  gos- 
pel here  in  all  its  fulness,  and  rich- 
ness, and  power,  and  blessing;  that 
they  had  apostles,  prophets,  pastors, 
teachers  and  evangelists;  the  same 
order,  the  same  priesthood,  the  same 
ordinances,  gifts,  powers,  and  bless- 
ing, as  was  enjoyed  on  the  the  en  stern 
continent,  that  the  people  were  cut  off 
in  consequence  of  their  transgressions, 
that  the  last  of  their  prophets  who  ex- 
isted among  them  was  commanded  to 
write  an  abridgment  of  their  prophe- 
sies, history,  etc.,  and  to  hide  it  up  in 
the  earth,  and  that  it  should  come 
forth  and  be  united  with  the  Bible 
for  the  accomplishment  of  the  pur- 
poses of  God  in  the  last  days.  For  a 
more  particular  account  I  would  refer 
to  the  Hook  of  Mormon,  which  can  be 
purchased  in  Xauvoo,  or  from,  any  of 
our  travelling  elders. 

As  soon  as  the  news  of  this  discov- 
ery was  made  known,  false  reports, 
misrepresentation  and  slander  flew  as 
on  the  wings  of  the  wind  in  every  di- 
rection, the  house  was  frequently  be- 
set by  mobs,  and  evil  designing  per- 
sons, several  times  I  was  shot  at,  and 
Very  narrowly  escaped,  and  every  de- 
vice was  made  use  of  to  get  the 
plates  away  from  me,  but  the  power 
and  blessing  of  God  attended  me,  and 
several  began  to  believe  my  testi- 
mony. 

On  the    6th    of    April,    1830,    the 


"Church   of   Jesus  Christ   of  Latter- 
Day  Saints;"*  was   first  organized  in 
the    town     of    Manchester,  Ontario 
county,   state   of  New  York.     Some 
few  were  called  and  ordained  by  the 
spirit  of  rev  elation,  and  prophesy,  and 
began   to   preach   as  the  spirit  gave 
them  utterance,  and  though  weak,  yet 
were  they  strengthened  by  the  power 
of  God,  and  many  were  brought  to  r.e- 
pentence,  were  immersed  in  the  water, 
and  were  filled    with  the  Holy  Ghost 
by  the  laying  on  of  hands.     They  saw 
visions   and   prophesied,  devils  were 
cast  out   aid  the   sick  healed  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands.     From  that  time 
the  work  rolled  forth  with  astonishing 
rapidity,    and     churches    were    soon 
formed   in  the  states  of  New   York. 
Pennsylvania,  'Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois 
and  Missouri?  in  the  last  named  state 
a  considerable  settlement  was  formed 
in  Jackson    county;   numbers  joined 
the  church   and  we  were  increasing 
rapidly;  we  made  large  purchases  of 
land,  our  farms  teemed  with  plenty, 
and  peace  and  happiness  was  enjoyed 
in  our  domestic  circle  and  throughout 
our  neighborhood;   but  as  we  could 
not  associate  with  our  neighbors  who 
were   many  of  them  of  the  basest  of 
men  and  had  tied  from  the  face  of  civ< 
ilized  society,  to  the  frontier  country 
to  escape  the  hand  of  justice,  in  their 
midnight  revels,  their  sabbath  break - 
irg,  horse  racing,  and  gambling,  they 
commenced  at  first  to  ridicule,  then  to 
persecute,   and    finally  an    organized 
mob  assembled  and  burned  our  houses, 
tarred,    and  feathered,  and    whipped 
many    of    our    brethren    and    finally 
drove  them  from  ther  habitations;  who 
houseless,   and  homeless,  contrary  to 
law,  justice  and  humanity,  had  to  wan- 


*  Publisher's  Notk.— The  title  of  the  Kin- 
land  edition  »lfr35,)  Book  of  Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants reads:  — "Doctrine  and  Covenants  of 
the  Church  of  lhe  Latter  Day  Saints:"  [etc.] 
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\\  the  bleak  prairies  till  the  child- 
ren left  the  tracks  of  their  blood  on 
the  prairie,  this  took  place  in  the 
nionth  of  November,  and  they  had  no 
other     covering    but    the    canopy  of 

3n,  in  this  inclement  season  of 
the  year:  this  proceeding  was  winked 

.  the  government  and  although 
we  had  warrantee  deeds  for  our  land, 

■ad  violated  no  law  we  could  ob- 

no  redress. 

■  ;i  were  many  sick,  who  were  thus 
Inhumanly  driven  from  their  houses, 

ad  to  endure  all  this  abuse  and 
•   *eek  homes   where  they   cculd  be 

:,     The   result  was,  that  a  great 
of  them  being  deprived  of  the 

torts  of  life,  and  the  necessary  at- 
tendances, died;  many  children  were 
left  orphans:  wives,  widows;  and  hus- 
bands widowers.— Our  farms  were 
taken  possession  of  by  the  mob.  many 

sands  of  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  and 
h  )gs,  were  taken  and  our  household 

,  store  goods,  and  printing  press, 

ype  were  broken,  taken,  or  other- 
wise destroyed. 

Many  of  our  brethren  removed  to 
Clay  where  they  continued  until  1830, 
years;  there  was  no  violence 
offered  but  there  were  threatenings  of 
violence.  But  in  the  summer  of  1836, 
these  threatenings  began  to  assume  a 
more  serious  form;  from  threats,  put- 

?etii?gs  were  called,  resolutions 
were  passed,  vengence  and  destruction 

■  threatened,  and  affairs  again  as- 
sumed a  fearful  attitude,  Jackson 
county  was  a  sufficient  precedent,  and 
as  the  authorities  in  that  county  did 
not  interfere,  they  boasted  that  they 
would  not  in  this,  which  on  application 
to  the  authorities  we  found  to  be  too 
true  and  after  much  violence. privation 

of  property  we   were  again 
driven  from  our  homes. 

We  next  settled    in   Caldwell,  and 
Davie*    counties,     where    we     made 


large  and  extensive  settlements, 
thinking  to  free  ourselves  from 
the  power  of  oppression,  by  settling 
in  new  counties,  with  very  few  in- 
habitants in  them;  but  here  we  were 
not  allowed  to  live  in  peace,  but  in 
1838  we  were  again  attacked  by  mobs 
an  exterminating  order  was  issued  by 
Gov.  Boggs,  and  under  the  sanction  of 
law  an  organized  banditti  ranged 
through  the  country,  robbed  us  of  our 
cattle,  sheep,  horses,  hogs,  etc.,  many 
of  our  people  were  murdered  in  cold 
blood,  the  chastity  of  our  women  was 
violated,  and  we  weie  forced  to  sign 
away  our  property  at  the  point  of  the 
sword,  and  after  enduring  every  in- 
dignity that  could  be  heaped  upon  us 
by  an  inhuman,  ungodly  band  of  rnau- 
rauders,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thous- 
and souls  men,  women,  and  children 
were  driven  from  their  own  firesides, 
and  from  lands  that  theyhadwarant.ee 
deeds  of,  houseless,  friendless,  and 
homeless  (in  tiie  depth  of  winter.)  to 
wander  as  exiles  on  the  earth  or  to 
seek  an  assylum  in  a  more  genial  clime, 
and  among  a  less  barbarous  people. 

Many  sickened  and  died,  in  conse- 
sequence  of  the  cold,  and  hardships 
they  had  to  eudure:  many  wives  were 
left,  widows,  and  children  orphans,  and 
destitute.  It  would  take  more  time 
than  is  allotted  me  here  to  de- 
scribe the  injustice,  the  wrongs,  the 
murders,  the  bloodshed,  the  theft,  mis- 
ery, and  woe  that  has  been  caused  by 
the  barbarous,  inhuman,  and  lawless, 
proceedings  of  the  state  of    Missouri. 

In  the  situation  before  alluded  to 
we  arrived  in  the  state  of  Illinois  in 
1839,  where  we  found  a  hospitable 
people  and  a  friendly  home;  a  peo- 
ple who  were  willing  to  be  gov 
eriieri  by  the  principles  o(  law  and 
humanity.  We  have  commenced  to 
build  a  city  called  "Nauvoo,"  in  Han- 
cock count v,  we  number  from   six  to 
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eight  thousand  here  besides  vast  num- 
bers in  the  county  around  and  in  al- 
most every  county  of  the  state.  We 
have  a  city  charter  granted  us  and  a 
charter  for  a  legion  the  troops  of  which 
now  number  1500.  We  have  also  a 
charter  for  a  university,  for  an  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  society,  have 
our  own  laws  and  administrators,  and 
possess  all  the  privileges  that  other 
free  and  enliglitend  citizens  enjoy. 

Persecution  has  not  stopped  the  pro- 
gress of  truth,  but  lias  only  added  fuel 
to  the  (lame,  it  has  spread  with  in- 
creasing rapidity,  proud  of  the  cause 
which  they  have  espoused  and  con- 
scious of  their  innocence  and  of  the 
truth  of  their  system  amidst  calumny 
and  reproach  have  the  elders  of  this 
church  gone  forth,  and  planted  the 
gospel  in  almost  every  state  in  the 
Union;  it  has  penetrated  our  cities,  it 
has  spread  over  our  villages,  and  has 
caused  thousands  of  our  intelligent, 
noble,  and  patriotic  citizens  to  obey 
its  divine  mandates,  and  be  governed 
by  its  sacred  truths.  It  lias  also  spread 
into  England.  Ireland,  Scotland  and 
Wales:  in  the  year  of  1839  where  a  few 
of  our  missionaries  were  sent  over  live 
thousand  joined  the  standard  of  truth, 
there  are  numbers  now  joining  in  every 
land. 

Our  missionaries  are  going  forth  to 
different  nations,  and  in  Germany, 
Palestine,  New  Holland,  the  East  In- 
dies, and  Other  places,  the  sta'ndard  of 
truth  h?,s  been  erected :  no  unhallowed 
hand  cm  stop  the  work  from  progress- 
ing, persecution  may  rage,  mobs  may 
combine,  armies  may  assemble,  calum- 
ny may  defame,  but  the  truth  of  God 
will  go  forth  boldly,  nobly,  and  inde- 
pendent till  it"  has  penetrated  every 
continent,  visited  every  clime,  swept 
every  country,  and  sounded  in  every 
ear.  till  the  purposes  of  God  shall  be 
accomplished  and  the  great  Jehovah 
.snail  say  the  work  is  done. 

We  believe  in  God  the  Eternal 
Father,  and  in  his  son  Jesus  Christ, 
and  in  the  Holy  ({host. 

We  believe  that  men  will  be  pun- 


ished for  their  own  sins  and  not  for 
Adam's  transgression. 

We  believe  that  through  the  attone- 
ment  of  Christ  all  mankind  may  be 
saved  by  obedience  to  the  laws  and  or- 
dinances of  the  Gospel. 

We  beiieve  that  these  ordinances  are 
1st,  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
2d,  Kepentence;  3d,  Baptism  by  im- 
mersion for  the  remission  of  sins;  4th, 
Laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

We  believe  that  a  man  must  be  called 
of  God  by  "prophesy,  and  by  laying  on 
of  hands"  by  those  who  are  in  author- 
ity to  preach  the  gospel  and  administer 
in  the  ordinances  thereof. 

We  believe  in  the  same  organization 
that  existed  in  the  primitive  church, 
viz:  apostles,  prophets,  pastors,  teach- 
ers, evangelists,  etc. 

We  believe  in  the  gift  of  tongues, 
prophesy,  revelation,  visions,  healing, 
interpretation  of  tongues  etc. 

We  believe  the  bible  to  be  the  word 
of  God  as  far  us  it  is  translated  cor- 
rectly; we  also  believe  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon to  be  the  word  of  God. 

We  believe  all  that  God  has  revealed, 
all  that  he  does  now  reveal,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  he  will  yet  reveal  many  great 
and  important  things  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  God. 

We  believe  in  the  literal  gathering 
of  Israel  and  in  the  restoration  of  the 
Ten  Tribes.  That  Zion  will  be  built 
upon  this  continent.  That  Christ  will 
reign  personally  upon  the  earth,  and 
that  the  earth  will  be  renewed  and  re- 
ceive its  paradasic  glory. 

We  claim  the  privilege  of  worshiping 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  our  conscience.and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege  let  them  wor- 
ship how,  where,  or  what  they  may. 

We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings, 
presidents,  rulers,  and  magistrates,  in 
obeying,  honoring  and  sustaining  the 
law'. 

We  believe  in  leing  honest,  true 
chaste,  benevolent,  virtuous,  and  in 
doing  good  to  all  men:  indeed  we  may 
say  that  we  follow  the  admonition  of 
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Paul  "we  believe  all  things  we  hope  tuous,   lovely,    or   o^    good  report  or 

all  things,"  we  h  ive   endured  many  praise    worthy  we    seek    after  these 

things  and  hope  to  be  able  to  endure  things.    Respectfully,  etc., 
all  things.    If  there  is  any  thing  vir-  "Joseph  Smith. 

Publisher's  Note.— "Church  History"  in  Times  and  Seasons,  March  1, 1842,  Vol.  3,  pages  TOG- 
710.  I  have  endeavored  to  "follow  copy"  in  punctuation  (only  changing  in  a  very  lew  instances 
where  the  sense  was  not  doubtful),  and  spelled  out  "eo."  and  u&c."  This  will  he  the  rule  through- 
out and  any  variation  from  it  is  not  my  design. 
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In  the  last  number*  I  gave  a 
brief  history  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  the  Church.  I  now  enter  more  par- 
ticularly into  that  history,  and  ex- 
tract from  my  journal. 

Joseph  Smith. 
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Owing  to  the  many  reports  which 
have  been  put  in  circulation  by  evil 
designing  persons  in  relation  to  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  all 
of  which  have  been  designed  by  the 
authors  thereof  to  militate  against  its 
character  as  a  church,  and  its  progress 
in  the  world,  I  have  been  induced  to 
write  this  history,  so  as  to  disabuse 
the  public  mind,  and  put  all  enquirers 
after  truth  into  possession  of  the  facts 
as  they  have  transpired  in  relation 
both  to  myself  and  the  church,  so  far 
as  I  have  such  facts  in  possession. 

In  this  history  I  will  present  the 
various  events  in  relation  to  this 
church,  in  truth  and  righteousness,  as 
they  have  transpired,  or  as  they  at 
present  exist,  being  now  the  eighth 

*PuB!.is[iKjt's  Xotk —Reference  is  here 
»  de  to  "Church  History,"  in  Times  aad  Sea- 
sons of  March  1,  1842.  This  number  bears  an 
inside  date— 'Tuesday,  Ma  ch  15,  1842." 

Th  Hist  ry  1)  gins  in"  Times  and  Seasons, 
March  15,  1842,  Vol.  3,  page  726. 


year  since  the  organization  of  the  said 
church. 

I  was  born  in  the.  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  live, 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  December, 
in  the  town  of  Sharon,  Windsor  county, 
state  of  Vermont.  My  father,  Joseph 
Smith,  senior,  left  the  state  of 
Vermont,  and  moved  to  Palmyra, 
Ontario,  (now  Wayne.)  county,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  when  I  was 
in  my  tenth  year.  In  about  four  years 
after  my  father's  arrival  at  Palmyra, 
he  moved  with  his  family  into  Man- 
chester, in  the  same  county  of  Onta- 
rio. His  family  consisting  of  eieven 
souls,  namely:  My  father,  Joseph 
Smith,  my  mother,  Lucy  Smith,  (whose 
name,  previous  to  her  marriage  was 
Mack,  daughter  of  Solomon  Mack,)  my 
brothers,  Alvin,  (who  is  now  dead.) 
Hyrum,  myself,  Samuel,  Harrison, 
William,  Don  Carlos,  and  my  sisters, 
Sophronia,  Catharine,  and  Lucy. 
Some  time  in  the  second  year  after 
our  removal  to  Manchester,  there  was 
in  the  place  where  we  lived  an  unusual 
excitement  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
It  commenced  with  the  Methodist,  but 
soon  became  general  among  all  the 
sects  in  that  region  of  country,  indeed 
the  whole  district  of  country  seemed 
affected  by  it,  and  great  multitudes 
united  themselves  to  the  different 
religious  parties,  which  created  no 
small  stir  and  division  amongst  the 
people,  some  crying,  "lo,  here,"  and 
some  "lo,  there;"  some  were  conten(j- 
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icig  for  the  Methodist  faith,  some  for 
the  Presbyterian,  and  some  for  the 
Baptist.  For  notwithstanding  the 
great  love  which  the  converts  for 
these  different  faiths  expressed  at  the 
time  of  their  conversion,  and  the  great 
zeal  manifested  by  the  respective 
clergy,  who  were  active  in  getting  up 
and  promoting  this  extraordinary 
scene  of  religious  feeling,  in  order  to 
have  every  body  converted,  as  they 
were  pleased  to  call  it,  let  them  join 
what  sect  they  pleased;  yet,  when  the 
converts  began  to  file  off,  some  to  one 
party,  and  some  to  another,  it  was 
seen  that  the  seemingly  good  feelings 
of  both  the  priests  and  the  converts 
were  more  pretended  than  real,  for  a 
scene  of  great  confusion  and  bad  feel- 
ing ensued;  priest  contending  against 
priest,  and  convert  against  convert,  so 
that  all  the  good  feelings,  one  for  an- 
other, if  they  ever  had  any,  were  en- 
tirely lost  in  a  strife  of  words,  and  a 
contest  about  opinions. 

I  was  at  this  time  in  my  fifteenth 
year.  My  father's  family  was  pros- 
elyted to  the  Presbyterian  faith,  and 
four  of  them  joined  that  church, 
namely,  my  mother  Lucy,  my  brothers 
Hyrum,  Samuel,  Harrison,  and  my 
sister  Sophronia. 

During  this  time  of  great  excite- 
ment my  mind  was  called  up  to  seri- 
ous reflection  and  great  uneasiness: 
but  though  my  feelings  were  deep  and 
of  ten  pungent,  still  I  kept  myself  aloof 
from  all  those  parties,  though  I  at- 
tended their  several  meetings  as  often 
as  occasion  would  permit:  but  in  pro- 
cess of  time,  my  mind  became  some- 
what partial  to  the  Methodist  sect,  and 
I  felt  some  desire  to  be  united  with 
them,  but  so  great  was  the  confusion 
and  strife  among  the  different  denom- 
inations that  it  was  impossible  for  a 
person  young  as  I  was  and  so  unac- 
quainted with  men  and  things  to  come 
to  any  certain  conclusion  who  was 
right,  and  who  was  wrong.  .My  mind 
at  diil'erent  times  was  greatly  excited, 
the  cry  and  tumult  was  so  great  and 
incessant.     The  Presbyterians    were 


most  decided  against  the  Baptist,  and 
Methodist,  and  used  all  their  powers 
of  either  reason,  or  sophistry  to  prove 
their  errors,  or  at  least  to  make  the 
people  think  they  were  in  error:  on 
the  other  hand  the  Baptists  and  Meth- 
odists in  their  turn  were  equally  zeal- 
ous to  establish  their  own  tenets,  and 
disprove  all  others. 

In  the  midst  of  this  war  of  words 
and  tumult  of  opinions,  I  often  said 
to  myself,  what  is  to  be  done?  Who 
of  all  these  parties  are  right  ?  Or,  are 
they  all  wrong  together  V  If  any  one 
of  them  be  right  which  is  it,  and  how 
shall  I  know  it  ? 

While  I  was  laboring  under  the  ex- 
treme difficulties,  caused  by  the  con- 
tests of  these  parties  of  religionists, 
I  was  one  day  reading  the  epistle  of 
James,  first  chapter  and  fifth  verse, 
which  reads,  "If  any  of  you  lack  wis- 
dom, let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth 
unto  all  men  liberally  aad  upbraideth 
not  and  it  shall  be  given  him/'  Xever 
did  any  passage  of  scripture  come 
with  more  power  to  the  heart  of 
man  than  this  did  at  this  time  to  mine. 
It  seemed  to  enter  with  great  force 
into  every  feeling  of  my  heart,  I  re- 
flected on  it  again  and  again,  knowing 
that  if  any  person  needed  wisdom 
from  God  I  did,  for  how  to  act  I  did 
not  know,  and  unless  I  could  get  more 
wisdom  than  I  then  had  would  never 
know;  for  the  teachers  of  religion  of 
the  different  sects  understood  the  same 
passage  so  differently  as  to  destroy  all 
confidence  in  settling  the  question  by 
an  appeal  to  the  bible.  At  length  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  1  must 
either  remain  in  darkness  and  con- 
fusion or  else  I  must  do  as  James  di- 
rects, that  is,  ask  of  God.  I  at  length 
came  to  the  determination  to  'ask  of 
God,'  concluding  that  if  he  gave  wis- 
dom to  them  that  lacktd  wisdom  and 
would  give  liberally,  and  not  upbraid, 
I  might  venture.  So  in  accordance 
with  this  my  determination,  to  ask  of 
God,  I  retired  to  the  woods  to  make  the 
attempt.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  a 
beautiful  clear  day,  early  in  the  spring 
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of  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty.  It 
was  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I  had 
made  such  an  attempt,  for  amidst  all 
my  anxieties  I  had  never  as  yet  made 
the  attempt  to  pray  vocally. 

''After  I  had  retired  into  the  place 
where  I  had  previously  designed  to  go, 
having  looked  around  me  and  finding 
myself  alone.  I  kneeled  down  and  be- 
gan to  offer  up  the  desires  of  my  heart 
to  God,  I  had  scarcely  done  so  when 
immediately    I   was  seized    upon  by 
some  power  which  entirely  overcome 
me,  and  had  such  astonishing  influence 
over  me  as  to  bind  my  tongue  so  that 
I   could  not  speak.    Thick  darkness 
gathered  around  me  and  it  seemed  to 
me  for  a  time  as  if  1  were  doomed  to 
sudden  destruction.    But  exerting  all 
my  powers  to  call  upon  God  to  deliver 
me  out  of  the  power  of  this  enemy 
which  had  siezed  upon  me,  and  at  the 
very   moment   when  I   was  ready  to 
sink  into  despair  and  abandon  myself 
to  destruction,  not  to  an  imaginary 
ruin,  but  to  the  power  of  some  actual 
being  from  the  unseen  wrorld  who  had 
such  a  marvelous  power  as  I  had  never 
before  felt  in  any  being.    Just  at  this 
moment  of  great  alarm,  I  saw  a  pillar 
of  light  exactly  over  my  head,  above 
the  brightness  of  the  sun;  which  de- 
scended gradually  until  it  fell  upon  me. 
It  no  sooner  appeared  than  I  found 
myself     delivered    from    the   enemy 
which  held  me  bound.  When  the  light 
rested  upon  me  I  saw  two  personages 
(whose  brightness  and  glory  defy  all 
description)  standing  above  me  in  the 
air.    One  of  them  spake  unto  me,  call- 
ing me  by  name,  and  said,  (pointing  to 
the  other.)  ,;This  is  my  beloved  Son, 
hear  him." 

My  object  in  going  to  enquire  of  the 
Lord  was  to  know  which  of  all  the 
sects  was  right  ?  that  I  might  know 
which  to  join.  Xo  sooner  therefore 
did  I  get  possession  of  myself,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  speak,  than  1  asked  the  per- 
sonages who  stood  above  me  in  the 
Light,  which  of  all  the  sects  was  right, 
for  at  this  time  it  had  never  entered 
into  my  heart  that  all  wrere  wrong.) 


and  which   1   should  join.    I  was  an- 
swered that  I  must  join  none  of  them, 
for  they  were  all  wrong,  and  the  per- 
sonage who  addressed  me  said  that 
all    their    creeds    were    an    abomina- 
tion in  his  sight;  that  those  professors 
were  all  corrupt,  they  draw  near  to  me 
with  their  lips,  but  their  hearts  are  far 
from  me;  they  teach  for  doctrine  the 
commandments  of  men,  having  a  form 
of  godliness,  but  they  deny  the  power 
thereof."  He  again  forbade  me  to  join 
with  any  of  them:  and  many  other 
tilings  did  he  say  unto  me  which  I  can- 
not write  at  this  time.     When  I  came 
to  myself  again  I  found  myself  laying 
on  my  back,  looking  up  into  heaven 
Some  few  days  after  I  had  this  vision* 
I  happened  t  o  be  in  company  with  one 
of  the  Methodist  preachers  who  w-as 
very  active  in  the  before  mentioned  re- 
ilgious    excitement,    and    conversing 
with  him  on  the  subject  of  religion  I 
took  occasion  to  give  him  an  account 
of  the  vision  which  I  had  had,  I  was 
greatly  surprised  at  his  behavior,  he 
treated  my  communication  not  only 
lightly,  but  with  great  contempt,  say- 
ing it  was  all  of  the  devil,  that  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  visions  and  rev- 
elations in  these  days:  that  all  such 
things  had  ceased  with  the  apostles, 
and  that  there  never  would  be  any 
more  of  them.    I  soon  found  however 
that  my  telling  the  story  had  excited 
a  great  deal  of  prejudice  against  me 
among  professors  of  religion  and  was 
the  cause  of  great  persecution  which 
continued  to    increase,    and    though 
I     wras     an     obscure  boy  only    be 
tween  fourteen    and    fifteen  years  of 
age  and  my  circumstances  in  life  such 
as  to  make  a  boy  of.no  consequence  in 
the  world;  yet  men  of  high  standing 
would  take  notice  sufficient  to  excite 
the  public  mind  against  me,  and  create 
a  hot  persecution,  and  this  was  com- 
mon among  all  the  sects:  all  united  to 
persecute  me.    It  has  often  caused  me 
serious  reflection  both  then  and  since, 
how  very  strange  it  was  that  an  ob- 
scure boy  of  a  little  over  fourteen  years 
of  age.  and  one  too,  who  was  doomed 
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to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a  scanty 
main tai nance  by  his  daily  labor,  should 
be  thought  a  character  of  sufficient 
importance  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  great  ones  of  the  most  popular 
sects  of  the  day,  so  as  to  create  in  them 
a  spirit  of  the  hottest  persecution  and 
reviling.  But  strange  or  not,  so  it 
was,  and  was  often  cause  of  great  sor- 
row to  myself.  However  it  was  never- 
theless a  fact  th.it  I  had  had  a  vision. 
I  have  thought  since  that  I  felt  much 
like  Paul  when  he  made  his  defence 
before  King  Aggrippa  and  related  the 
account  of  the  vision  he  had  when  he 
"saw  a  light  and  heard  a  voice,"  but 
still  there  were  but  lew  who  believed 
him;  some  said  he  was  dishonest, 
others  said  he  was  mad;  and  he  was 
ridiculed,  and  reviled;  but  all  this  did 
not  destroy  the  reality  of  his  vision. 
Tie  had  seen  a  vision,  he  knew  he  had, 
and  all  the  persecution  under  heaven 
cviild  not  make  it  otherwise,  and 
though  they  should  persecute  him 
unto  death,  yet  he  knew  and  would 
know  unto  his  latest  breath  that  he 
had  both  seen  alight,  and  heard  a  voice 
speaking  to  him,  and  all  the  world 
ild  not  make  him  think  or  believe 
lerwise.  80  it  was  with  me,  I  had 
tually  seen  a  light,  and  in  the  midst 
that  light  I  saw  twro  personages,  and 
ey  did  in  reality  speak  unto  me,  or 
le  ef  them  did;  and  though  I  was 
I  tted  and  persecuted  for  saying  that 
had  seen  a  vision  yet  it  was  true,  and 
while  they  were  persecuting  me,  re- 
viling me  and  speaking  all  manner 
of  evil  against  me  falseiy  for  so 
saying,  I  was  led  to  say  in  my  heart, 
why  persecute  for  telling  the  truth  ? 
I  have  actually  seen  a  vision,  and  "who 
am  I  that  I  can  withstand  God,"  or 
why  does  the  world  think  to  make  me 
deny  what  I  have  actually  seen,  for  I 
had  seen  a  vision;  1  knew  it, 
and  I  knew  that  God  knew 
it,  and  I  could  not  deny  it,  nei- 
ther dare^I  do  it;  at  least  I  knew  that 
by  so  doing  I  would  offend  God  and 
and  come  under  condemnation,  I  had 
now  got  my  mind  satisfied  so  far  as  the 


sectarian  world  was  concerned,  that  it 
was  not  my  duty  to  join  with  any  of 
them,  but  continue  as  I  was  until  fur- 
ther directed;  I  had  found  the  testi- 
mony of  Tames  to  be  true,  that  a  man 
who  lacked  wisdom  might  ask  of  God, 
and  obtain  and  not  be  upbraided.  I  con- 
tinued to  pursue  my  common  avoca- 
tions in  life  until  the  twenty-first  of 
September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three,  all  the  time  suf- 
fering severe  persecution  at  the  hands 
of  all  classes  of  men.  both  religious 
and  irreligious,  bacause  I  continued 
to  affirm  that  I  had  seen  a  vision.  Du- 
ring the  space  of  time  which  inter- 
vened between  the  time  I  had  the  vis- 
ion, and  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  (having  been  forbidden 
to  join  any  of  the  religious  sects  of  the 
day,  and  being  of  very  tender  years, 
and  persecuted  by  those  who  ought  to 
have  been  my  friends,  and  to  have 
treated  me  kindly  and  if  they  supposed 
me  to  be  deluded  to  have  endeavored 
in  a  proper  and  affectionate  manner 
to  have  reclaimed  me,  I  was  left  to  all 
kinds  of  temptations,  and  mingling 
with  all  kinds  of  society,  I  frequently 
fell  into  many  foolish  errors  and  dis- 
played the  weakness  of  youth  and  the 
corruption  of  human  nature,  which  1 
am  sorry  to  say  led  me  into  divers 
temptations,  to  the  gratification  of 
many  appetites  offensive  in  the  sight 
of  God.  In  consequence  of  these  things 
I  often  fVlt  condemned  for  my  weak- 
ness, and  imperfections;  when  on  the 
evening  of  the  above  mentioned 
twenty-first  of  September,  after  I  had 
retired  to  my  bed  for  the  night,  I  be  took 
myself  to  prayer  and  supplication  to 
Almighty  God  for  forgiveness  of  all 
my  sins  and  follies,  and  also  for  a 
manifestation  to  me,  that  I  might 
know  of  my  state  and  standing  before 
him:  fori  had  full  confidence  in  ob- 
taining a  divine  manifestation  as  T 
had  previously  had  one. 

While  I  was  thus  in  the  act  of  calling 
upon  God  I  discovered  a  light  appear- 
ing in  the  room  which  continued  to 
increase  until  the  room  was  lighter 
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than  at  noon-day,  when  immediately 
•a  personage  appeared  at  my  bedside 
standing    in      the    air  for    his   feet 
did  not  touch  the  floor.    He  had  on  a 
loose  robe    of  most  exquisite  white- 
ness.   It  was  a  whiteness  beyond  any 
thing  earthly   I  had  ever  seen;  nor  do 
T  bt  lieve  that  any  earthly  thing  could 
be  made  to    appear    so   exceedingly 
white  and  brilliant,  his  hands    were 
naked  and  his  arms  also  a  little  above 
the  wrist,  so  also  were  his  feet  naked, 
as  were  his  legs  a  little  above  the  ank- 
les.   His  head  and  neck  were  also  bare. 
I  could  discover  that  he  had  no  other 
clothing  on  but  this  robe,  as  it  was 
open  so  that  1  could  see  into  his  bo- 
som.   Not  only  was  his  robe  exceed- 
ingly white  but  his  whole  person  was 
glorious   beyond  description,  and  his 
countenance  truly  like  lightning.   The 
room   was  exceedingly  light,  but  not 
so  very  bright  as  imratdiately  around 
his  person.    When  I  first  looked  upon 
him  I  was  afraid,  but  the  fear  soon  left 
me.    lie  called  me  by  name,  and  said 
unto  me  that  he  was  a  messenger  sent 
from  the  presence  of  God  to  me,  and 
that  his  name  was  Nephi.    That  God 
had  a  work  for  me  to  do,  and  that  my 
name  should  be  had  for  good  and  evil, 
among    all     nations,     kindreds,    and 
tongues;  or    that   it  should  be    both 
good  and  evil  spoken  of  among  all 
people.    He  said  there  was  a  book  de- 
posited written  upon  gold  plates,  giv- 
ing the  account  of  the  former  inhab^ 
itants    of   this     continent,     and   the 
source  from  whence  they  sprang.    He 
also  said  that  the  fulness  of  the  ever- 
lasting gospel  was  contained  in  it,  as 
delivered  by  the   Saviour  to  the  an- 
cient  inhabitants.     Also   that  there 
were  two  stones  in  silver  bows,  and 
and  these  stones  fastened  to  a  breast- 
plate constituted  what  is  called  the 
Urim  and  Thummim,  deposited  with 
the  plates,  and  the  possessiou  and  use 
of  these  stones  was  what  constituted 
seers    in     ancient   or   former    times, 
and  that  God  had  prepared  them  for 
the  purpose  of  translating  the  book. 
After  telling  me  these  things  he  com- 


menced quoting  the  prophesies  of  the 
Old  Testament,  he  first  quoted  part  of 
the  third  chapter  of  Malachi;  and  he 
quoted  also  the  fourth  or  last  chapter  of 
the  same  prophecy  though  with  a  little 
variation  from  the  way  it  leads  in  our 
Bibles.  Instead  of  quoting  the  first 
verse  as  it  reads  in  our  books  he  quo- 
ted it  thus,  "For  behold  the  day  coraeth 
that  shall  burn  as  an  oven,  and  all  the 
proud  yea  and  all  that  do  wickedly 
shall  burn  as  stubble,  for  they  that 
eometh  shall  burn  them  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  that  it  shall  leave  them 
neither  root  nor  branch,"  and  again  he 
quoted  the  fifth  verse  thus,  "Behold  I 
will  reveal  unto  you  the  Priesthood  by 
the  haud  of  Elijah  the  prophet  before 
the  coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful 
day  of  the  Lord."  He  also  quoted  next 
verse  differently.  "And  he  shall  plant  in 
the  hearts  of  the  children  the  promises 
made  to  the  fathers,  and  the  hearts  of 
the  children  shall  turn  to  their  fathers, 
if  it  were  not  so  the  whole  earth  would 
be  utterly  wasted  at  his  coming."  In 
addition  to  these  he  quoted  the  elev- 
enth chapter  of  Isaiah,  saying  that  it 
was  about  to  be  fuelled.  He  quoted 
also  the  third  chapter  of  Acts,  twenty 
second  and  twenty  third  verses  pre- 
cisely as  they  stand  in  our  New  Testa- 
ment. He  said  that  that  prophet  was 
Christ,  but  the  day  had  not  vet  come 
when  "they  who  would  not  hear  his 
voice  should  be  cut  off  from  among  the 
people."  but  soon  would  come. 

He  also  quoted  the  second  chapter 
of  Joel  from  the  twenty  eighth  to  the 
last  verse.  He  also  said  that  this  was 
not  yet  fulfilled  but  was  soon  to  be. 
And  he  further  stated  that  the  fulness 
of  the  gentiles  was  soon  to  come  in. 
He  quoted  many  other  passages  of 
scripture  and  offered  many  explana- 
tions which  cannot  be  mentioned  here. 
Again  he  told  me  that  when  I  got 
those  plates  of  which  he  had  spoken 
(for  the  time  that  they  should  be  ob- 
tained was  not  yet  fulfilled)  I  should 
not  show  them  to  any  person,  neither 
the  breastplate  with  the  Urim  and 
Thummim  only  to  those  to  whom  I 
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should  be  commanded  to  show  them 
if  1  did,  I  should  be  destroyed.  While 
he  was  conversing  with  me  about  the 
plates,  the  vision  was  open  to  my 
mind  that  I  could  see  the  place  where 
the  plates  were  deposited,  and  that  so 
clearly  and  distinctly,  that  I  knew  the 
place  again  when  I  visited  it. 

After  this  communication.  I  saw  the 
light  ih  the  room  begin  to  gather  im- 
mediately around  the  person  of  him 
who  had  been  speaking  tome,  and  it 
continued  to  do  so,  until  the  room 
was  again  left  dark,  except  just  around 
him,  when  instantly  I  saw,  as  it  were 
a  conduit  open  right  up  into  heaven, 
and  he  ascended  up  till  he  entirely 
dissapeared,  and  the  room  was  left  as 
it  had  been  before  this  heavenly  light 
tiad  made  its  appearance. 

I  lay  musing  on  the  singularity  of 
me  scene  and  marvelling  greatly  at 
svhat  had  been  told  me  by  this  extra- 
Drdinary  messenger,  when  in  the  midst 
of  my  meditation  I  suddenly  discov- 
ered that  my  room  was  again  begin- 
ling  to  get  lighted,  and  in  an  instant, 
is  it  were,  the  same  heavenly  messen- 
ger was  again  by  my  bedside.  He  com- 
nenced  and  again  related  the  very 
,ame  things  which  he  had  done  at  his 
irst  visit  without  the  least  variation, 
vhich  having  done,  he  informed  me 
•f  great  judgments  which  were  coni- 
ng upon  the  earth,  with  great  desola- 
tions by  famine,  sword,  and  pestilence 


and  that  these  previous  judgments 
would  come  on  the  earth  in  this  gen- 
eration. Having  related  these  things 
he  again  ascended  as  tie  had  done  fee- 
fore. 

By  this  time  so  deep  were  the  im- 
pressions made  on  my  mind  that 
sleep  had  fled  from  my  eyes  and  I  lay 
overwhelmed  in  astonishment  at  what 
I  had  both  seen  and  heard;  but  what 
was  my  surprise  when  again  I  beheld 
the  same  messenger  at  my  bedside,  and 
heard  him  reherse  or  repeat  over  again 
to  me  the  ssme  things  as  before  and 
added  a  caution  to  me,  telling  me  that 
Satan  would  try  to  tempt  me  (in  con- 
sequence of  the  indigent  circumstan- 
ces of  my  father's  family)  to  get  the 
plates  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rich. 
This  he  forbid  me,  saying  that  I  must 
have  no  other  object,  in  view  in  get- 
ting the  plates  but  to  glorify  God,  and 
must  not  be  influenced  by  any  other 
motive  but  that  of  building  his  king- 
dom, otherwise  I  could  not  get  them, 
after  this  third  visit  he  again  ascended 
up  into  heaven  as  before  and  I  was 
again  left  to  ponder  on  the  strange- 
ness of  what  1  had  just  experienced, 
and  almost  immediately  after  the 
heavenly  messenger  had  ascended 
from  me  the  third  time,  the  cock 
crew,  and  L  found  that  day  was  ap- 
proaching so  that  our  interviews  must 
have  occupied  the  whole  of  that  night. 
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I  shortly  after  arose  from  my  bed,  and 
as  usual  went  to  the  necessary  lalors 
of  the  day.  but  in  attempting  to  labor 
as  at  other  times,  I  found  my  strength 
so  exhausted  as  rendered  me  entirely 
unable.  My  father  who  was  laboring 
along  with  me  discovered  something 
to  be  wrong  with  me  and  told  me  to  go 
home.  I  started  with  the  intention  of 
going  to  the  house,  but  in  attempting 
to  cross  the  fence  out  of  the  held  where 
we  were,  my  strength  entirely  failed 
me  and  I  fell  helpless  on  the  ground 
and  for  a  time  was  quite  unconscious 
of  any  thing.  The  first  thing  that  I 
cau  recollect  was  a  voice  speaking 
unto  me  calling  me  by  name,  I  looked 
up  and  beheld  the  same  messenger 
standing  over  my  head  surrounded  by 
light  as  before.  He  then  again  related 
unto  me  all  that  he  had  related  to  me 
the  previous  night,  and  commanded 
me  to  go  to  my  father  and  tell  him  of 
the  vision  and  commandments  which 
I  bad  received, 


I  obeyed,  I  returned  back  to  my 
father  in  the  field  and  rehearsed  the 
whole  matter  to  him.  He  replied  to 
me,  that  it  was  of  God,  and  to  go  and 
do  as  commanded  by  the  messenger,  t 
left  the  field  and  went  to  the  place 
where  the  messenger  had  told  me  the 
plates  were  deposited;  and  owing  t'> 
the  distinctness  of  the  vision  which  I 
had  had  concerning  it,  I  knew  the 
place  the  instant  that  I  arrived  theie. 
Convenient  to  the  village  of  Manches- 
ter, Ontario  county,  New  York,  stands 
a  hill  of  considerable  size,  and  the  most 
elevated  of  any  in  the  neighborhood; 
on  the  west  side  of  this  hill  Inot  far 
from  the  top,  under  a  stone  of  consid- 
erable size,  lay  the  plates  deposited  in 
a  stone  box:  this  stone  was  thick  and 
rounding  in  the  middle  on  the  upper 
side,  and  thinner  towards  the  edges,  so 
that  the  middle  part  of  it  was  visible 
above  the  ground,  but  the  edge  all 
round  was  covered  with  earth.  Hav- 
nif  yenio-ved  the  earth  and  obtained  a 
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lever  which  I  got  Jxecl  under  the  edge 
of  the  stone  and  with  a  little  exertion 
raised  it  up.  I  looked  in  and  there  in- 
deed did  I  behold  the  plates,  the  Uriin 
and  Thummim  and  the  Breastplate  as 
stated  by  the  messenger.  The  box  in 
which  they  lay  was  formed  by  laying 
stones  together  in  some  kind  of  cement: 
in  the  bottom  of  the  box  were  laid  two 
stones  crossways  of  the  box,  and  on 
these  stones  lay  the  plates  and  the 
other  things  with  them.  I  made  an 
attempt  to  take  them  out  but  was  for- 
bidden by  the  messenger  and  was  again 
informed  that  the  time  for  bringing 
them  forth  had  not  yet  arrived,  nei- 
ther would  until  four  years  from 
that  time,  but  he  told  me  that  I  should 
come  to  that  place  precisely  in  one 
year  from  that  time,  and  that  he  would 
there  meet  with  me,  and  that  I  should 
continue  to  do  so  until  the  time  should 
come  for  obtaining  the  plates.  Ac- 
cordingly as  I  had  been  commanded  I 
went  at  the  end  of  each  year,  and  at 
each  time  I  found  the  same  messenger 
there  and  received  instruction  and  in- 
telligence from  him  at  each  of  our  in- 
terviews respecting  what  the  Lord  was 
going  to  do  and  how  and  in  what  man- 
ner his  kingdom  was  to  be  conducted 
in  the  last  days.  As  my  father's  worldly 
circumstances  were  very  limited,  we 
were  under  the  necessity  of  laboring 
with  our  hands,  hiring  by  days  works 
and  otherwise  as  we  could  get  opportu- 
nity, sometimes  we  were  at  home  and 
sometimes  abroad  and  by  continued 
labor  were  enabled  to  get  a  comfort 
able  maiutainanee. 

In  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-four  my  father's  family  met 
with  great  affliction  by  the  death  of  my 
eldest  brother  Alvin.  In  the  month'  of 
October  eighteen  hundred  and  tweitfy- 
live  1  hired  with  an  old  gentleman  by 
tnenameof  Josiah  Stoal  who  lived  in 
Chenango  county  State  of  New  York. 
He  had  heard  something  of  a  silver 
mine  having  been  opened  by  the 
the  Spaniards  in  Ilanrnmy  Susque- 
harmah  county  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
and  had  previous  to]  my  hiring  with 


him  been  digging  in  order  if  possible 
to  discover  the  mine.  After  I  went  to 
live  with  him  he  took  me  among  the 
rest  of  his  hands  to  dig  for  the  silver 
mine,  at  which  I  continued  to  work 
for  nearly  a  month  without  success  in 
our  undertaking,  and  finally  I  prevailed 
with  the  old  gentlemen  to  cease  dig- 
ging after  it.  Hence  arose  the  very 
prevalent  story  of  my  having  been  a 
money  digger. 

During  the;  time  that  I  was  thus 
employed  1  was  put  to  board 
with  a  Mr.  Isaac  Hale  of  that  place; 
it  was  there  that  I  first  saw  my  wife 
(his  daughter)  Emma  Hale.  On  the 
eighteenth  of  January  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty- seven  we  were  mar- 
ried while  yet  I  was  employed  in  the 
service  of  Mr.  Stoal.  Owing  to  my 
continuing  to  assert  that  I  had  seen  a 
vision  persecution  still  followed  me, 
and  my  wife's  father's  family  were 
very  much  opposed  to  our  being  mar- 
ried. I  was  therefore  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  , taking  her  elsewhere  so  we 
went  and  were  married  at  the  house  of 
Squire  Tarbill,  in  South  Bainbridge 
Chenango  county,  New  York.  Imme- 
diately after  my  marriage  I  left  Mr. 
Stoal's  and  went  to  my  father's  and 
farmed  with  him  that  season. 

At  length  the  time  arrived  for  ob- 
taining the  plates,  the  T'rim  and 
Thummim,  and  the  breastplate:  on  the 
twenty-second  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty - 
seven,  having  went  as  usual  at  the  end 
of  another  year  to  the  place  where 
they  were  deposited,  the  game  heav- 
enly messenger  delivered  them  up  to 
me,  with  this  charge  that  T  should  be 
responsible  for  them:  that  if  1  should 
let  them  go  earlessly  or  through  an> 
neglect  of  mine  I  should  be  cut  off;  but 
that  if  I  would  use  all  my  endeavors  to 
preserve  them,  until  he  the  messenger 
should  call  for  them,  they  should  be 
protected. 

I  soon  found  out  the  reason  why  I 
had  received  such  strict,  charges  to 
keep  them  safe,  and  why  it  was  that 
the  messenger  had  said  that  when  I 
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had  clone  what  was  required  at  my 
hand,  he  would  call  for  them;  for  no 
sooner  was  it  known  that  I  had  them 
than  the  most  strenuous  exertions 
were  used  to  get  them  from  me;  every 
stratagem  that. could  be  invented  was 
resorted  to  for  that  purpose;  the  per- 
secution became  more  bitter  and  severe 
than  before,  and  multitudes  were  on 
the  alert  continually  to  get  them  from 
me  if  possible;  but  by  the  wisdom  of 
God  they  remained  safe  in  my  hands 
until  1  bad  accomplished  by  them 
what  was  required  at  my  hand,  when 
according  to  arrangements  the  mes- 
senger called  for  them,  I  delivered  them 
up  to  him,  and  he  has  them  in  his 
charge  until  this  day,  being  the  second 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight. 

The  excitement  however  still  con- 
tinued, and  rumor  with  her  thousand 
tongues  was  all  the  time  employed  in 
circulating  tales  about  my  father's 
family,  and  about  myself.  If  I  were 
to  relate  a  thousanth  part  of  them  it 
would  rill  up  volumes.  The  persecu- 
tion however  became  so  intolerable 
that  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  leav- 
ing Manchester,  and  going  with  my 
wife  to  Susquehannah  county  in  th  « 
State  of  Pennsylvania;  while  prepar- 
ing to  start  (being  very  poor  and  the 
persecution  so  heavy  upon  us  that 
there  was  no  probability  that  we  would 
ever  be  otherwise,)  in  the  midst  of  pur 
afflictions  we  found  a  friend  in  a  gen- 
tleman by  the  name  of  Martin  Harris, 
who  came  to  us  and  gave  me  fifty  dol- 
lars to  assist  us  in  our  afflictions.  Mr. 
Harris  was  a  resident  of  Palmyra 
Township  Wayne  county,  in  the  State 
®t  New  York,  and  afarnaer  of  respec- 
tability; by  this  timely  aid  was  I  en- 
abled to  reach  the  place  ©f  my  desti- 
nation in  Pennsylvania,  and  immedi- 
ately after  my  arrival  there  I  com- 
menced copying  the  characters  oi  the 
plates.  I  copied  a  considerable  num. 
ber  of  them,  and  by  means  of  the 
Urim  and  Thummim  I  translated 
some  of  them,  which  I  did  between 
the  time  I  arrived  at  the  house  of  my 


wife's  father  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, and  the  February  following.  S^ome 
time  in  this  month  of  February  the 
aforementioned  Mr.  Martin  Harris 
came  to  our  place,  got  the  characters 
which  I  had  drawn  off  the  plates 
and  started  with  them  to  the 
city  of  New  Yoik.  For  what  took 
place  relative  to  him  and  the  charac- 
ters, I  refer  to  his  own  account  of  the 
circumstances  as  he  related  them  to 
me  after  his  return  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: "I  went  to  the  city  of  New  York 
and  presented  the  characters  wmich 
had  been  translated,  with  the  transla- 
tion thereof  to  Professor  Anthony,  a 
gentleman  celebrated  for  his  literary 
attainments;  Professor  Anthony  stated 
that  the  translation  was  correct,  more 
so  than  any  he  had  before  seen  trans- 
lated from  the  Egyptian.  I  then 
showed  him  those  which  were  not  yet 
translated,  and  he  said  that  they  wrere 
Egyptian,  Chaldeac,  Assyrica,  and  Ara- 
bac,  and  he  said  that  they  were  the  true 
characters,  and  that  the  translation  of 
such  of  them  as  had  been  translated 
was  also  correct.  I  took  the  certifi- 
cate and  put  it  into  my  pocket,  and 
was  just  leaving  the  house,  when  Mr. 
Anthony  called  me  back,  and  asked 
me  how  the  young  man  found  out  that 
there  were  gold  plates  in  the  place 
where  he  found  them.  I  answered 
that  an  angel  of  God  had  revealed  it 
unto  him. 

He  then  said  to  me,  let  me  see  that 
certificate,  I  accordingly  took  it  out  of 
my  pocket  and  gave  it  to  him,  when  he 
took  it  and  tore  it  to  pieces,  saying 
that  there  was  no  such  thing  now  as 
ministering  of  angels,  and  that  if  I 
would  bring  the  plates  to  him,  he 
would  translate  them.  I  informed  him 
that  part  of  the  plates  were  sealed,  and 
that  I  was  forbidden  to  bring  them,  he 
replied  'I  cannot  read  a  sealed  book.'  I 
left  him  and  went  to  Dr.  Mitchel  who 
sanctioned  what  Professor  Anthony 
had  said  respecting  both  the  characters 
and  the  translation." 

Mr.  Harris  having  returned  from 
this  tour  he  left  me  and  went  home  to 
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Palmyra,  arranged  his  affairs  and  re- 
turned again  to  my  house  about  the 
twelfth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  and  commenced  writing 
for  me,  while  I  translated  from  the 
plates,  which  he  continued  until  the 
fourteenth  of  June  following, 
by  which  time  we  had  written  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  pages  of  manu- 
script on  foolscap  paper.  Sometime 
after  Mr.  Harris  had  begun  to  write 
for  me  he  began  to  teaze  me  to  give 
him  liberty  to  carry  the  writings  home 
and  show  them,  and  desired  of  me  that 
I  would  enquire  of  the  Lord  through 
the  Urim  and  Thummim  if  he  might 
not  do  so.  I  did  enquire,  and  the  an- 
swer was  that  he  must  not.  However 
he  was  not  satisfied  with  this  answer, 
and  desired  that  I  should  enquire 
again.  I  did  so,  and  the  answer  w  is 
as  before.  Still  he  could  not  be  con- 
tented, but  insisted  that  I  should  en- 
quire once  more.  After  much  solici- 
tation I  again  enquired  of  the  Lord, 
and  permission  was  granted  him  to 
have  the  writings  on  certain  condi- 
tions, which  were,  that  he  shew  them 
only  to  his  brother  Preserved  Harris 
his  own  wife,  his  father,  and  his 
mother,  and  a  Mrs.  Cobb,  a  sister  to 
his  wife.  J  a  accordance  with  this  last 
answer  I  required  of  him  that  he 
should  bind  himself  in  a  covenant  to 
me  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that 
he  would  not  do  otherwise  than  had 
been  directed.  He  did  so.  He  bound 
himself  as  i  required  of  him,  took  the 
writings  and  went  his  way. 

Notwithstanding  however  the  great 
restrictions  which  he  had  been  laid 
under,  and  the  solemnity  of  the  cove- 
nant which  he  had  made  with  me,  he 
did  shew  them  to  others,  and  by  strat- 
agem they  got  them  away  from  him, 
and  they  never  have  been  recovered 
nor  obtained  back  again  unto  this  day. 

In  the  mean  time  while  Martin  Har- 
ris was  gone  with  the  writings,  I  went 
to  visit  my  father's  family,  at  Man- 
chester. I  continued  there  for  a  short 
season  and  then  returned  to  my  place 
in  Pennsylvania.     Immediately  after 


my  return  home  I  was  walking  out  a 
little  distance  when  behold  the  former 
heavenly  messenger  appeared  and 
handed  to  me  the  the  Urim  and  Thum- 
mim again,  (for  it  had  been  taken  from 
me  in  consequence  of  my  having  wea- 
ried the  Lord  in  asking  for  the  privi- 
lege of  letting  Martin  Harris  take  the 
writings  which  he  lost  by  transgres- 
sion,) and  I  enquired  of  the  Lord 
through  them  and  obtained  the  follow- 
low  ing  revelation: 

REVELATION 

To  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  given  July,  1828, 
concerning  certain  manuscripts  on 
the  first  part  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, which  had  been  taken  from  the 
possession  of  Martin  Harris. 

1.  Th'3  works,  and  the  designs,  and 
the  purposes  of  God,  cannot  be  frus- 
trated, neither  can  they  come  to 
nought,  for  God  doth  not  walk  in 
crooked  paths;  neither  doth  he  turn 
to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left;  nei- 
ther doth  he  vary  from  that  which  he 
hath  said;  therefore  his  paths  are 
strait  and  his  course  is  one  eternal 
round. 

2.  Kemember,  remember,  that  it  is 
not  the  work  of  God  that  is  frustrated, 
but  the  work  of  men:  for  although  a 
man  may  have  many  revelations,  and 
have  power  to  do  many  mighty  works, 
yet,  if  he  boasts  in  his  own  strength, 
and  sets  at  nought  the  counsels  of  God, 
and  follows  after  the  dictates  of  his 
own  will,  and  carnal  desires,  he  must 
fall  and  incur  the  vengeance  of  a  just 
God  upon  him. 

3.  Behold,  you  have  been  intrusted 
with  these  things,  but  how  strict  were 
your  commandments;  and  remember, 
also,  the  promises  were  made  to  you, 
if  you  did  not  transgress  them;  and 
behold,  how  oft  you  have  transgressed 
the  commandments  and  the  laws  of 
God,  and  have  gone  on  in  the  persua- 
sions of  men ;  for  behold,  you  should  not 
have  feared  man  more  than  God,  al- 
though men  set  at  nought  the  counsels 
of  God.  and  despise  his  words,  yet  you 
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should  have  been  faithful  and  he 
would  have  extended  his  arm,  and  sup- 
ported you  against  all  the  fiery  darts 
of  the  adversary;  and  he  would  have 
been  with  you  in  in  every  time  of 
trouble. 

4.  IJehold  thou  art  Joseph,  and  thou 
wast  chosen  to  do  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  but  because  of  transgression,  if 
thou  art  not  aware  thou  wilt  fall,  but 
remember  God  is  merciful:  therefore 
repent  of  that  which  thou  hast  done, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  command- 
ment which  1  gave  you,  and  thou  art 
still  chosen,  and  art  again  called  to 
the  work;  except  thou  do  this,  thou 
shall  be  delivered  up  and  become  as 
other  men,  and  have  no  more  gift. 

5.  And  when  thou  deliveredst  up 
that  which  God  had  given  thae  sight 
and  power  to  translate,  thou  deliver- 
edst up  that  which  was  sacred,  into 
the  hands  of  a  wicked  man,  who  has 
set  at  nought  t-he  counsels  of  God,  and 
hasbroken4he  most  sacred  promises, 
which  were  made  before  God,  and  has 
depended  upou  his  own  judgment,  and 
boasted  in  his  own  wisdom,  and  this 
is  the  reason  that  thou  hast  lost 
thy  privileges  for  a  season,  for  thou 
hast  suifered  the  counsel  of  thy  direc- 
tor to  be  trampled  upon  from  the  be- 
ginning. 

6.  Nevertheless  my  work  shall  go 
forth,  for,  inasmuch  as  the  knowledge 
of  a  Saviour  has  come  unto  the  world, 
through  the  testimony  of  the  Jews, 
even  so  shall  the  knowledge  of  a  Sa- 
viour come  unto  my  people;  and  to  the 
Nephites,  and  the  Jacobites,  and  the 
.]  osephites,  and  the  Zoramites,  through 
the  testimony  of  their  fathers;  and 
this  testimony  shall  come  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Lamanites,  and  the  Lem- 
uelites,  and  the  Ishmaelites,  who 
dwindled  in  unbelief  because  of  the 
iniquity  of  their  fathers,  whom  the 
Lord  has  suifered  to  destroy  their 
brethren  the  Nephites,  because  of 
their  iniquities  and  their  abomina- 
tions; and  for  this  very  purpose  are 
these  plates  preserved  which  contain 
these  records,  that  the  promises  of  the 


Lord  might  be  fulfilled,  which  he  made 
to  his  people;  and  that  the  Lamanites 
might  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
their  fathers,  and  that  they  might 
know  the  promises  of  the  Lord,  and 
that  they  may  believe  the  gospel  and 
rely  upon  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  be  glorified  through  faith  in  his 
name;  and  that  through  their  re- 
pentance they  might  be  saved:   Amen. 

After  I  had  obtained  the  above  rev- 
elation, both  the  plates  and  the  Urim 
and  Thummim  were  taken  from  me 
again;  but  in  a  few  days  they  were 
returned  to  me,  when  I  enquired  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  said  thus  unto 
me. 

REYELATrON 

Given  to  Joseph  Smith,  Jr.,  May  1829,* 
informing  him  of  the  alteration 
of  the  Manuscript  of  the  fore  part  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

1.  Now  behold  I  say  unto  you,  that 
because  you  delivered  up  those  wri- 
tings whWi  you  had  power  given  unto 
you  to  trauslate,  by  the  means  of  the 
Urim  and  Thummim,  into  the  hands  of 
a  wicked  man,  you  have  lost  them :  and 
you  also  lost  your  gift  at  the  same 
time,  and  your  mind  became  darkened; 
nevertheless  it  is  now  restored  unto 
you  again,  therefore  see  that  you  are 
faithful  and  continue  on  unto  the  fin- 
ishing of  the  remainder  of  the  wTork  of 
translation  as  you  have  begun:  do 
not  run  faster  or  labor  more  than 
you  have  strength  and  means  pro- 
vided to  enable  you  to  translate:  but 
tue  diligent  unto  the  end:  pray  always 
that  you  may  come  of  conquerer;  yea 
that  you  may  conquer  satan  and  that 
you  may  escape  the  hands  of  the  ser- 
vants of  Satan,  that  do  uphold  his 
work.  Behold  they  have  sought  to  de- 
stroy you;  yea,  even  the  man  in  whom 
you  have  trusted,  has  sought  to  de- 
stroy you.  And  for  this  cause  I  said 
that  he  is  a  wricked  man,  for  he  has 

*Publisher's  Notk.— This  date  is  so  given 
in  Times  and  Seasons  and  Kirtland  edition 
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sought  to  take  away  the  things  where- 
with you  have  been  entrusted;  and  he 
has  also  sought  to  destroy  your  gift, 
and  because  you  have  delivered  the 
writings  into  his  hands,  behold  wicked 
men  have  taken  them  from  you;  there- 
fore you  have  delivered  them  up,  yea, 
that  which  was  sacred  unto  wicked- 
ness. And  behold  satan  has  put  it 
into  their  heaits  to  alter  the  words 
which  you  have  caused  to  be  written, 
or  which  you  have  translaced,  which 
have  gone  out  of  your  hands;  and  be- 
hold I  say  unto  you,  that  because  they 
have  altered  the? words,  they  read  con- 
trary from  that  which  you  translated 
and  caused,tQ  be  written,  and  on  this 
wise  the  devil  has  sought  to  lay  a  cun- 
ning plan,  that  he  may  destroy  this 
work;  for  he  has  put  it  into  their 
hearts  to  do  this,  that  by  lying  they 
may  say  they  have  caught  you  in  the 
words  which  you  have  pretended  to 
translate. 

2.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  I  will 
not  suffer  that  satan  shall  accomplish 
his  evil  design  in  this  thing,  for  behold 
he  has  put  it  into  their  hearts  to  get 
thee  to  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God,  in 
asking  to  translate  it] over  again:  and 
then  behold  they  say  and  think 
in  their  hearts,  we  will  see  if  God  has 
given  him  power  to  translate,  if  so  he 
will  also  give  him  power  again :  and  if 
God  giveth  him  power  again,  or  if  he 
translate  again,  or  in  other  words,  if  he 
bringeth  forth  the  same  words,  behold 
we  have  the  same  with  us  and  we  have 
altered  them;  therefore  they  will  not 
agree,  and  we  will  say  that  he  has  lied 
in  his  words,  and  that  he  has  no  gift, 
and  that  he  has  no  power:  therefore, 
we  will  destroy  him;  and  also  the  work, 
and  we  will  do  this  that  we  may  not 
be  ashamed  in  the  end,  and  that  we 
may  get  glory  of  the  world. 

:>.  Verily,  verily  1  say  unto  you,  that 
satan  has  great  hold  upon  their  hearts; 
he  stirreth  them  up  to  iniquity  against 
that  which  is  good,  and  their  hearts 
are  corrupt,  and  full  of  wickedness  and 
abominations,  and  they  love  darkness 
rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds 


are  evil:  therefore  they  will  not  ask  of 
me.  Satan  stirreth  them  them  up,  that 
he  may  lead  their  souls  to  destruction. 
And  thus  he  has  laid  a  cunning  plan, 
thinking  to  destroy  the  work  of  God, 
but  I  will  require  this  at  their  hands, 
and  it  shall  turn  to  their  shame  and 
condemnation  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
yea,  he  stirreth  up  their  hearts  to  anger 
against  this  work;  yea,  he  saith  unto 
them  deceive,  and  lie  in  wait  to  catch, 
that  ye  may  destroy:  behold  this  is 
no  harm,  and  thus  lie  fiattereth  them 
and  telleth  them  that  it  is  no  sin  to 
he,  that  they  may  catch  a  man  in  a  lie, 
that  they  may  destroy  him,  and  thus 
he  fiattereth  them,  and  leading*  them 
along  until  he  drage'.h  their  souls  down 
to  hell;  and  thus  he  causeth  them  to 
catch  themselves  in  their  own  snare; 
and  thus  he  goeth  up  and  down,  to  and 
fro  in  the  earth,  seeking  to  destroy  the 
souls  of  men. 

4.  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you.  wo 
be  unto  him  that  lieth  to  tlecieve,  be- 
cause he  supposeth  that  another  lieth 
to  deceive  for  such  are  not  exempt  from 
the  justice  of  God. 

5.  Xow,  behold  they|  altered  those 
words,  because  satan  saith  unto  them: 
He  hath  deceived  you:  and  thus  he 
fiattereth  them  away  to  do  iniquity,  to 
get  thee  to  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God. 

6.  ISehold  I  say  unto  you  that  you 
snail  not  translate  again  those  words 
which  have  gone  forth  out  of  your 
hands;  for  behold  they  shall  not  ac- 
complish their  evil  designs  in  lying 
against  those  words.  For,  behold,  if 
you  should  bring  forth  the  same  words 
they  will  say  that  you  have  lied:  that 
you  have  pretended  to  translate,  but 
that  you  have  contradicted  yourself: 
and  behold  they  will  publish  this,  and 
satan  will  harden  the  hearts  of  the 
people  to  stir  them  up  to  anger  against 
you,  that  they  will  not  believe  my 
words.  Thus  satan  thin keth  to  over- 
power your  testimony  in  this  genera- 
tion, that  the  work  may  not  come 
forth  in  this  generation:  but  behold 
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here  is  wisdom,  and  because  I  shew 
unto  you  wisdom,  and  give  you  com- 
mandments concerning  these  tilings, 
what  you  shall  do.  shew  it  not  unto 
the  world  until  you  have  accomplished 
the  work  of  translation. 

7.  Marvel  not  that  I  said  unto  you. 
here  is  wisdom,  show  it  not  unto  the 
world,  fori  said  show  it  not  unto  the 
world,  that  you  may  be  preserved.  Be- 
hold 1  do  not  say  that  you  shall  not 
show  it  unto  the  righteous;  but  as  you 
cannot  always  judge  the  righteous,  or 
as  you  cannot  always  tell  the  wicked 
from  the  righteous;  therefore,  I  say 
unto  you.  hold  your  peace  until  I  shall 
see  fit  to  make  all  things  known  unto 
the  world  concerning  the  matter. 

8.  And  now,  verily,  I  say  unto  you. 
that  on*  account  of  those  things  that 
you  have  written,  which  have  gone  out 
of  your  hands,  are  engraven  upon  the 
plates  of  Xephi;  yea,  and  you  remem- 
ber, it  was  said  in  those  writings,  that 
a  more  particular  account  was  given 
of  these  things  upon  the  plates  of  Xe- 
phi. 

9.  And  now,  because  the  account 
which  is  engraven  upon  the  plates  of 
Xephi,  is  more  particular  concerning 
the  things,  which  in :  my  wisdom  I 
would  bring  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
people  in  this  account;  therefore,  you 
shall  translate  the  engravings  which 
are  on  the  plates  of  Xephi, down  even 
1  ill  you  come  to  the  reign  of  king  Ben- 
jamin, or  until  you  come  to  that  which 
you  have  translated,  which  you  have 
retained:  and  behold,  you  shall  pub- 
lish it  as  the  record  of  Xephi.  and  thus 
T  will  confound  those  who  have  alter- 
ed my  words.  I  will  not  suffer  that 
they  shall  destroy  my  work;  yea,  I 
will  show  unto  them  that  my  wisdom 
is  greater  than  the  cunning  of  the 
devil. 

10.  Behold  they  have  only  got  a  part, 
or  an  abridgement  of  the  account  of 
Xephi.  Behold  there  are  many  things 
engraven  on  the  plates  of  Xephi, 
which  do  throw  greater  views  upon 
my  gospel;  therefore,  it  is  wisdom  in 
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me,  that  you  should  translate  this  first 
part  of  the  engravings  of  Xephi,  and 
send  forth  in  this  work.  And  behold, 
all  the  remainder  of  this  work  does 
contain  all  those  parts  of  my  gospel 
which  my  holy  prophets,  yea,  and  also 
my  disciples  desired  in  their  prayers, 
should  come  forth  unto  this  people. 
And  I  said  unto  them  that  it  should  be 
granted  unto  them  according  to  their 
faith  in  their  prayers:  yea  and  this  was 
their  faith,  that  my  gospel  which  T  gave 
unto  them,  that  they  might  preach  in 
their  days,  might  come  unto  their 
brethren,  the  Lamanites,  and  also,  all 
that  had  become  Lamanites,  because 
of  their  dissentions. 

11.  Xowthis  is  not  all.  their  faith  in 
their  prayers  were,  that  this  gospel 
should  be  made  known  also,  if  it  were 
possible  that  other  nations  should  pos- 
sess this  land:  and  thus  they  did  leave 
a  blessing  upon  this  land  in  their  pray- 
ers, that  whoever  should  believe  111 
this  gospel  in  this  land  might  have 
eternal  life,  yea,  that  it  might  be  free 
unto  all  of  whatsoever  nation,  kindred 
tongue,  or  people,  they  may  be. 

12.  And  now,  behold  according  to 
their  faith  in  their  prayers,  will  1  bring 
this  part  of  my  gospel  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  my  people.  Behold,  I  do  not 
bring  it  to  destroy  that  which  they 
have  received,  but  to  build  it  up. 

13.  And  for  this  cause  have  1  said, 
if  this  generation  harden  not  their 
hearts,  1  will  eatablish  my  church 
among  them.  Xow  I  do  not  say  this 
to  destroy  my  church;  but  I  say  this 
to  build  up  my  church:  therefore,  who- 
soever belongeth  to  my  church  need 
not  fear,  for  such  shall  inherit  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  but  it  is  they  who 
tfo  not  fear  me,  neither  keep  my  com- 
mandments, but  buildeth  up  churches 
unto  themselves,  to  get  gain,  yea.  and 
all  those  that  do  wickedly,  and  build- 
eth up  the  kingdom  of  the  devil;  yea, 
verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you  that  it  is 
they  that  I  will  disturb,  and  cause  to 
tremble  and  shake  to  the  centre. 

14.  Behold,  I  am,  Jesus  Christ/the 
Son  of  God,  I  came  unto  my  own.  and 
mv  own  received  me  not.    I   am  the 
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light  which  shineth  in  darkness,  and 
the  darkness  comprehendeth  it  not. 
I  am  he  who  said  other  sheep  have  I 
which  are  not  of  this  fold,  unto  my 
disciples,  and  many  there  were  that 
understood  me  not. 

15.  And  I  will  show  unto  this  peo- 
ple, that  I  had  other  sheep,  and  that 
they  were  a  branch  of  the  house  of 
Jacob:  and  I  will  bring  to  light  their 
marvellous  works,  which  they  did  in 
my  name:  yea,  and  1  will  also  bring 
to  light  my  gospel,  which  was  minister- 
ed unto  them,  and  behold  they  shall 
not  deny  that  which  you  have  re- 
ceived, but  they  shall  build  it  up,  and 
shall  bring  to  light  the  true  points  of  my 
doctrine,  yea,  and  the  only  doctrine 
which  is  in  me;  and  this  I  do  that  I 
may  establish  my  gospel,  that  there 
may  not  be  so  much  contention:  yea, 
satan  doth  stir  up  the  hearts  of  the 
people  to  contention,  concerning  the 
points  of  my  doctrine:  and  in  these 
things  they  do  err,  for  they  do  wrest 
the  scriptures,  and  do  not  understand 
them:  therefore,  I  will  unfold  unto 
them  this  great  mystery,  for  behold  I 
will  gather  them  as  a  hen  gathereth 
her  chickens  under  her  wings,  if  they 
will  not  harden  their  hearts:  yea,  if 
they  will  come,  they  may.  and  partake 
of  the  waters  of  life  freely. 

16.  Behold  this  is  my  doctrine:  who- 
soever repenteth  and  cometh  unto  me. 
the  same  is  my  church,  whosoever  de- 
clarethmore  or  less  than  this,  the  same 
is  not  of  me,  but  is  against  me:  there- 
tore  he  is  not  of  my  church. 

17.  And  now,  behold,  whosoever  is 
of  my  church,  and  endureth  of  my 
church  to  the  end,  him  will  I  establish 
upon  my  Rock,'  and  the  gates  of  hell 
shall  not  prevail  against  them. 

18.  And  now,  remember  the  words 
of  him  who  is  the  life  and  the  light  of 
the  world,  your  Redeemer,  your  Lord, 
and  your  God.    Amen. 

I  did  not  however  go  immediately 
to  translating,  but  went  to  laboring 
with  my  hands  upon  a  small  farm 
which  1  had  purefcage'd  of  my  wife> 


father,  in  order  to  provide  for  my 
family.  In  the  month  of  February 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  nine  my 
father  came  to  visit  us  at  which  time 
t  received  the  following  revelation  for 
him. 

HEVELATiON 

To  Joseph   Smith,    Nen.,  given   Feb- 
ruary, 1829. 

Now  behold,  a  marvelous  work  is 
about  to  come  forth  among  the  chil- 
dren of  men,  therefore,  0  ye  that  em- 
bark in  the  service  of  God,  see  that  ye 
serve  him  with  all  your  heart,  might, 
mind  and  strength,  that  ye  may  stand 
blameless  before  God  at  the  last  day: 
therefore,  if  ye  have  desires  to  serve 
God,  ye  are  called  to  the  work,  for  be- 
hold the  field  is  white  already  to  har- 
vest, and  loT  he  that  thrusteth  in  his 
sickle  with  his  might,  the  same  layeth 
up  in  store  that  he  perish  not,  but 
bringeth  salvation  to  his  soul,  and 
faith,  hope,  charity,  and  love,  with  an 
eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God,  quali- 
fies him  for  the  work. 

Remember  faith,  virtue,  knowledge, 
temperance,  patience,  brotherly  kind- 
ness, godliness,  charity,  humility,  dili- 
gence. Ask  and  ye  shall  receive, 
knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto 
you.     Amen. 

The  following  I  applied  for  at  the 
request  of  the  aforementioned  Martin 
Harris,  and  obtained. 

REV  ELATION 

Given  March  1829. 

Behold  1  say  unto  you,  that  as  my 
servant  Martin  Harris  has  desired  a 
witness  at  my  hand,  that  you,  my  ser 
vant  Joseph  Smith,  jr.  have  got  the 
plates  of  which  you  have  testified  and 
borne  record  that  you  have  received  of 
me:  and  now  behold,  this  shall  you 
say  unto  him,  He  who  spake  unto  you 
said  unto  you,  I  the  Lord  am  God,  and 
have  given  these  things  unto  you.  my 
servant  Joseph  Smith,  jr.  and  have 
commaudecl  vou  that  von  shall  stand 
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as  a  witness  of'  these  things,  and  I 
have  caused  you  that  you  should  enter 
into  a  covenant  with  me  that  you 
should  not  show  them  except  to  those 
persons  to  whom  I  commaded  you:  and 
you  have  no  power  over  them  except 
I  grant  it  unto  you..  And  you  have  a 
gift  to  translate  the  plates:  and  this  is 
the  first  gift  that  I  have  bestowed  up- 
on you.  and  I  •  commanded  that 
you  should  pretend  to  no  other  gift 
until  my  purpose  is  fultilled  in  this: 
for  I  wiil  grant  unto  you  no  other  gift 
until  it  is  finished. 

Verily  I  say  mito  you,  that  wo  shall 
come  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
if  they  will  not  harken  unto  my 
words :  for  hereafter  you  shall  be  or- 
dained and  go  forth  and  deliver  my 
words  unto  the  children  of  men.  Be- 
hold if  they  will  not  believe  my  words, 
they  would  not  believe  you.  my  ser- 
vant Joseph,  if  it  were  possible  that 
you  could  show  them  all  these  things 
which  I  have  committed  unto  you.  0 
this  unbelieving  and  stiffnecked  gen- 
eration, mine  anger  is  kindled  against 
them. 

Behold  verily.  I  say  unto  you,  I 
have  reserved  those  .things  which  I 
have  entrusted  unto  you,  my  servant 
Joseph,  for  a  wise  purpose  in  me,  and 
it  shall  be  made  known  unto  future 
generations;  but  this  generation  shall 
have  my  word  through  you;  and  in  ad- 
dition to  your  testimony  the  testi- 
mony of  three  of  my  servants,  whom 
r  shall  call  and  ordain,  unto  whom  I 
will  show  these  things:  and  they  shall 
go  forth  with  my  words  that  are 
given  through  you,  yea,  they  shall 
know  of  a  surety  that  these  things  are 
true:  for  from  heaven  will  I  declare 
it  unto  them:  I  will  give  them  power 
that  they  may  behold  and  view  these 
things  as  they  are;  and  to  none  else 
will  I  grant  this  power,  to  receive  this 
same  testimony,  among  this  genera- 
tion, in  this,  the  beginning  of  the 
rising  up.  ancltjie  coming  forth  of  my 
church  out  of  the  wilderness-  clear  as 
the  mooD,  and  fair  as  the  sun,  and  ter- 
rible as  an  a*rmy  with  banners.    And 


the  testimony  of  three  witnesses  will 
I  send  forth  of  my  word:  and  behold 
whosoever  believeth  on  my  words 
them  will  I  visit  '.vith  the  manifesta- 
tion of  my  Spirit,  and  they,  shall  be 
born  of  me,  even  of  water  and  of  the 
Spirit.  And  you  must  wait  yet  a  little 
while;  for  ye  are  not  yet  ordained— 
and  their  testimony  shall  also  go  forth 
unto  the  condemnation  of  this  gener- 
ation if  they  harden  their  hearts 
against  them:  for  a  desolating  scourge 
shall  go  forth  among  the  inhabitants 
.of  the  earth,  and  shall  continue  to 
be  poured  out.  from  time  to  time,  if 
they  repent  not,  until  the  earth  is 
empty  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are 
consumed  away,  and  utterly  destroyed 
by  the  brightness  of  my  coming,  Be 
hold,  I  tell  you  these  things  even  as  I 
also  told  the  people  of  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  and  my  word  shall  be 
veritied  at  this  time,  as  it  lath  hither- 
to been  verified. 

And  now  I  command  you,  my  ser- 
vant Joseph,  to  repent  and  walk  more 
uprightly  before  me.  and  yield  to  the 
persuasions  of  men  no  more;  and  that 
you  be  firm  in  keeping  the  command- 
ments wherewith  I  have  commanded 
you,  and  if  you  do  this,  behold  I  grant 
unto  you  eternal  life,  even  if  you  should 
be  slain.  * 

And  now.again  I  speak  unto  you,  my 
servant  Joseph,  concerning  the  man 
that  desires  the  witness:  behold  I  say 
unto  him  he  exalts  himself  and  does 
not  humble  himself  sufficiently  before 
me:  but  if  he  will  bow  down  before 
me,  and  humble  himself  in  mighty 
prayer  and  faith,  in  the  sincerity  of 
his  heart,  then  will  I  grant  unto  him 
a  view  of  the  things  which  he  desires 
to  see.  And  then  he  shall  say  unto 
the  people  of  this  generation,  behold  I 
have  seen  the  things  which  the  Lord 
has  shown  unto  Joseph  Smith,  jr.  and 
I  know  of  a  surety  that  they  are  true, 
for  I  have  seen  them:  for  they  have 
been  shown  unto  me  by  the  power  of 
God  and  not  of  man.  And\  L  the  Lord 
command  him,  my  servant  Martin 
Harris,  that  he  shall  say  no  more  unto 
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them  concerning  these  things,  except 
lie  shall  say  I  have  seen  them,  and  they 
have  been  shown  unto  me  by  the  pow- 
er of  God:  and  these  are  the  words 
which  he  shall  say.  But  if  he  deny 
this  he  will  break  the  covenant  which 
he  has  before  covenanted  with  me,  and 
behold  he  is  condemned.  And  now 
except  he  humble  himself  and  ac- 
knowledge unto  me  the  things  that 
hehas  done  which  aie  wrong,  and  cove- 
nant with  me  that  he  will  keep  my 
commandments,  and  exercise  faith  in 
me,  behold,  I  say  unto  him,  he  shall 
have  no  such  views;  for  I  will  grant 
unto  him  no  views  of  the  things  of 
which  I  have  spoken.  xAnd  if  this  be 
the  case  I  command  you,  my  servant 
Joseph,  that  you  shall  say  unto  him  that 
he  shall  do  no  more,  nor  trouble  me 
any  more  concerning  this  matter. 

Anfl  U  tins  be  the  case,  behold  I  say 
unto  thee  Joseph,  when  thou  hast' 
translated  a  few  more  pages  thou 
shalt  stop  for  a  season,  even  until  I 
command  thee  again:  then  thou 
mayest  translate  again.  And  except 
thou  do  this,  behold  thou  shalt  have 
no  more  gift,  and  I  will  take  away  the 
things  which  I  have  entrusted  with 
thee.  And  now  because  I  foresee  the 
lying  in  wait  to  destroy  thee:  yea,  I 
foresee  that  if  my  servant  Martin 
Harris  humbleth  not  himself,  and  re- 
ceive a  witness  from  my  hand,  that 
he  will  fall  into  transgressiou:  and 
there  are  many  that  lie  in  wait  to  de- 
stroy thee  from  off  the  face  of  the 
earth:  and  for  this  cause,  that  thy 
days  may  be  prolonged,  I  have  given 
unto  thee  these  commandments;  yea 
for  this  cause  I  have  said,  stop  and 
stand  still  until  I  command  thee, 
and  I  will  provide  means  whereby 
thou  mayest  accomplish  the  thing 
which  I  have  commanded  thee:  and  if 
thou  art  faithful  in  keeping  my  com- 
mandments, thou  shalt  be  lifted  up  at, 
the  last  day.'     Amen. 

•Orj  the  fifteenth  day  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  nine, 
Oliver  Cowdery    came   to    my    house, 


until  when  I  had  never  seen  him.  Iie 
stated  to  me  that  having  been  teach- 
ing school  in  the  neighborhood  where 
my  father  resided ;  and  my  father  bei  ng 
one  of  those  who  sent  to  the  school:  he 
had  went  to  board  for  a  season  at  my 
father's«house,  and  while  there  the 
family  related  to  him  the  circum- 
stance of  my  having  received  the 
plate?,  and.  accordingly  he  had  come  to 
make  enquiries  of  me. 

Two  days  after  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
(|pwdery,  (being  the  17th  of  April,)  I 
commenced  to  translate  the  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  and  he  commenced  to 
write  for  me,  which  having  continued 
for  some  time,  I  enquired  of  the  Lord, 
through  the  Urirn  and  Thummim,  and 
obtained  the  following  revelation  :— 

REVELATION 

Given  April,  1829,  to  Oliver   Cowdery. 
and  Joseph  Smith,  Jr. 

A  great  and  marvelous  work  is 
about  to  come  forth  unto  the  children 
of  men:  behold  I  am  God,  and  give 
heed  unto  my  word,  which  is  quick 
and  powerful,  sharper  than  a  two 
edged  sword,  to  the  dividing  asunder 
of  both  joints  and  marrow:  Therefore 
give  heed  unto  my  words. 

Behold  the  Held  is  white  already  to 
harvest,  therefore  whoso  desireth  to 
reap,  let  him  thrust  in  his  sickle  with 
his  might  and  reap  while  the  day  lasts, 
that  he  may  treasure  up  for  his  soul 
everlasting  salvation  in  the  kiugdom 
of  God:  yea,  whosoever  will  thrust  in 
his  sickle  and  reap,  the  same  is  called 
of  God;  therefore,  if  you  will  ask  of 
me  you  shall  receive;  if  you  will 
knock  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you. 

Now  as  you  have  asked,  behold  I 
say  unto  yon,  keep  my  command- 
ments, and  seek  to  bring  forth  and  es- 
tablish the  cause  ofZion:  seek  not  tor 
riches  but  for  wisdom,  and  behold  the 
mysteries  of  God  shall  be  unfolded  un- 
to you,  and  then  shall  you  be  made 
rich.* 
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Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  even 
as  yon  desire  of  me,  so  shall  it  be  unto 
you:  and  if  you  desire,  you  shall  be 
the  means  of  doing  much  good  in  this 
generation.  Say  nothing'  but  repent- 
ance unto  this  generation :  keep  my 
commandments  and  assist  to  bring 
forth  my  work  according  to  my  com- 
mandments, and  you  shall  be  blessed. 

Behold  thou  hast  a  gift,  and  blessed 
art  thou  because  of  thy  gift.  Remem- 
ber it  is  sacred  and  cometh  from 
above:  and  if  thou  wilt  inquire,  thou 
shalt  know  mysteries  which  are  great 
and  marvelous:  therefore  thou  shalt 
exercise  thy  gift,  that  thou  mayest 
find  out  mysteries,  that  thou  mayest 
bring  many  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth;  yea,  convince  them  of  the  error 
of  their  ways.  Make  not  thy  gift  4 
known  unto  any,  save  it  be  those  who 
are  of  thy  faith.  Trifle  not  with 
sacred  things.  If  thou  wilt  do  good, 
yea  and  hold  out  faithful  to  the  end, 
thou  shalt  be  saved  in  the  kingdom  of 
God,  which  is  the  greatest  of  all  the 
gifts  of  God;  for  there  is  no  gift  great- 
er than  the  gift  of  salvation. 

Verily,  verily.  I  say  unto  thee,  bles- 
sed art  thou  for  what  thou  hast  done, 
for  thou  hast  inquired  of  me,  and  be- 
hold as  often  as  thou  hast  inquired, 
thou  hast  received  instruction  oi  my 
Spirit.  If  it  had  not  been  so,  thou 
wouldst  not  have  come  to  the  place 
where  thou  art  at  this  time. 

Behold  thou  knowest  that  thou  hast 
inquired  of  me,  and  I  did  enlighten 
thy  mind;  and  now  I  tell  thee  these 
things,  that  thou  mayest  know  that 
thou  hast  been  enlightened  by  the 
Spirit  oi  truth;  yea,  I  tell  thee,  that 
thou  mayest  know  t'hat  there  is  none 
else  save  God.  that  knowest  thy 
thoughts  and  the  intents  of  thy  heart: 
T  tell  thee  these  things  as  a  witness 
unto  thee,  that  the  words  or  the  work 
which  thou  hast  been  writing  is  true. 
Therefore  be  diligent,  stand  by  my  ser- 
vant Joseph  faithfully  in  whatsoever 
difficult  circumstances  he  may  be,  for 
the  word's  sake.  Admonish  him  in 
his  faults  and  also  receive  admonition 


of  him.  Be  patient;  be  sober;  be  tem- 
perate; have  patience,  faith,  hope  and 
charity. 

Behold  thou  art  Oliver,  and  I  have 
spoken  unto  thee  because  of  thy  de- 
sires: therefore  treasure  up  these 
words  in  thy  heart,  lie  faithful  and 
diligent  in  keeping  the  commandments 
of  God;  and  I  will  encircle  thee  in  the 
arms  of  my  love. 

Behold  lam  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of 
Gocl.  I  am  the  same  that  came  unto 
my  own  and  my  own  received  me  not. 
I  am  the  light  which  shineth  in  dark- 
ness, and  the  darkness  comprehendeth 
it  not. 

Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  if  you 
desire  a  furthei  witness,  cast  your 
mind  upon  the  night  whent  you  cried 
unto  me  in  your  heart,  that  you  might 
know  concerning  the  truth  of  these 
things;  did  I  not  speak  peace  to  your 
mind  concerning  the  matter?  What 
greater  witness  can  you  have  than 
from  God?  And  now  beh©ld.  you 
have  received  a  witness,  for  if  I  have 
told  you  things  which  no  man  know- 
eth,  have  you  not  received  a  witness? 
And  behold  I  grant  unto  you  a  gift, 
if  you  desire  of  me,  to  translate  even 
as  my  servant  Joseph. 

Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  that 
there  are  records  which  contain  much 
of  my  gospel,  which  have  been  kept 
back  because  of  the  wickedness  of  the 
people;  and  now  I  command  you,  that 
if  you  have  good  desires,  a  desire  to  lay 
up  treasures  for  yourself,  in  heaven, 
then  shall  you  assist  in  bringing  to 
light,  with  your  gift,  those  parts  of  my 
scriptures  which  have  been  hidden  be- 
cause of  iniquity. 

And  now,  behold  I  give  unto  you, 
and  also  unto  my  servant  Joseph  the 
keys  of  this  gift,  which  shall  bring  to 
light  this  ministry:  and  in  the  mouth 
of  two  or  three  witnesses,  shall  every 
word  be  established. 

Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you  if  they 

reject  my  words,  and  this  part  of  my 

gospel  and  ministry,  blessed  are  ye,  for 

they  can  do  no  more  unto  you  than 
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unto  me;  and  if  they  do  unto  you, 
even  as  they  have  done  unto  me,  bles- 
sed are.  ye,  for  you  shall  dwell  with 
me  in  glory;  but  if  they  reject  not  my 
words,  which  shall  be  established  by 
the  testimony  which  shall  be  given, 
blessed  are  tfcey;  and  then  shall  ye 
have  joy  in  the  fruit  of  their  labors. 

Verily,  verily.  I  say  unto  you,  as  I 
said  unto  my  disciples,  where  two  or 
three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
name,  as  touching  one  thing,  •behold 
there  will  I  be  in  the  midst  of  them: 
even  so  am  I  in  the  midst  of  you. 
Fear  not  to  do  good  my  sons,  for  what- 
soever ye  sow.  that  shall  ye  also  reap: 
therefore,  if  ye  sow  good,  ye  shall 
also  reap  good  for  your  reward. 

Therefore,  fear  not  little  Hock,  do 
good,  let  earth  and  hell  combine  against 
you,  for  if  ye  are  built  upon  my  Rock, 
they  canno.t  prevail,  Behold  i  do  not 
condemyou,  go  your  ways  and  sin  no 
more:  perform  with  soberness  the  work 
which  I  have  commanded  you:  look 
unto  me  in  every  thought,  doubt  not, 
fear  not:  behold  the  wounds  winch 
pierced  my  side,  and  also  the  prints  of 
the  nails  in  my  hands  and  feet:  be 
faithful:  keep  my  commandments, 
and  ye'  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
heaven:    Amen,     j 

After  we  had  received  this  revelation 
he  (Oliver  Cowdery)  stated  to  me  th^t 
after  he  had  gone  to  my  father's  to 
board,  and  after  the  family  communi- 
cated to  him  concerning  my  having 
got  the  plates,  that  one  night  after  he 
had  retired  to  bed  he  called  upon  the 
Lord  to  know  if  these  things  were  so, 
and  that  the  Lord  manifested  to  him 
that  they  were  true  but  that  he  had  kept 
the  circumstance  entirely  secret,  and 
had  mentioned  it  tojno  being,  so  that  af- 
tc  r  this  revelation  having  been  given  he 
knew  that  the  work  was  true,  because 
that  no  being  living  knew  of  the  thing 
alluded  to  in  the  revelation,  but  God 
and  himself.  During  the  month  of 
April  I  continued  to  translate,  and  he 
to  write,  with  little  cessation,  during 
which  time  we  received  several  reve- 


lations. A  difference  of  opinion  aris- 
ing between  us  about  the  account  of 
John  the  apostle,  mentioned  in  the 
Xew  Testament,  John,  twenty-first 
chapter  and  twenty-second  verse, 
whether  he  died  or  whether  he  con- 
tinued—we mutually  agreed  to  settle 
it  by  the  Urim  and  Thummim.  and 
the  following  is  the  word  which  we 
received: 

A     REVELATION 

Given  to  Joseph  Smith,  jr.  and  Oliver 
Cowdery,  in  Harmony,  Pennsylva- 
nia, April  1829,  when  they  desired  to 
know  whether  John,  the  beloved 
disciple,  tarried  on  earth.  Trans- 
lated from  parchment,  written  and 
hid  up  by  himself. 

And  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  John. 
.my  beloved,  what  desirest  thou'?  For 
if  ye  shall  ask,  what  you  will,  it  shall 
be  granted  unto  you. .  And  I  said  unto 
him,  Lord  give  unto  me  power  over 
death,  that  I  may  live  and  bring- souls 
unto  thee.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
me,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  be- 
cause thou  desiredst  this  thou  shalt 
tarry  until  I  come  in  my  glory,  and 
shall  prophesy  before  nations,  kin- 
dreds, tongues  and  people. 

And  for  this  cause  the  Lord  said 
unto  Peter,  If  I  will  that  he  tarry  till 
I. come,  what  is  that  to  thee?  For  he 
desiredst  of  me  that  he  might  I  ring 
souls  unto  me;  but  thou  desiredst  that 
thou  might  speedily  come  unto  me  in 
my  kingdom.  I  say  unto  thee,  Peter, 
this  was  a  good  desire,  but  my  beloved 
has  desired  that  he  might  do  more. 
a  or  greater  work,  yet  among  men  than 
what  he  has  before^done;  yea,  he  has 
undertaken  a  greater  work,  therefore. 
1  will  make  him  as  flaming  lire  and  a 
ministering  angel;  he  shall  minister 
for  those  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salva- 
tion, who  dwell  on  the  earth;  and  I  will 
make  thee  to  minister  for  him  and 
for  thy  brother  James:  and  unto  you 
three  I  will  give  this  power,  and  the 
keys  of  this  ministry  until  1  come. 

Verily  1  say  unto  you.  ye  shall  both 
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have  according  to  your  desires,  for  ye 
both  joy  in  tint  which  ye  have  de- 
sired. 

Whilst  continuing  the  work  of  trans- 
lation during  the  month  of  April:  Ol- 
iver Co wdery  became  exceedingly  anx- 
ious to  have  the  power  to  translate 
bestowed  upon  him,  and  in  relation  to 
this  desire,  the  fallowing  revelations 
were  obtained. 

REVALATION 

(liven  April,  1829. 

Oliver  Cowdery,  verily  verily  I  say 
unto  you,  that  assuredly  as  the  Lord 
liveth,  who  is  your  God  and  your  Re- 
deemer, even  so  sure  shall  vou  receive 
a  knowledge  of  whatsoever  things  you 
shall  ask  in  faith,  with  an  honest 
heart,  believing  that  you  shall  receive 
a  knowledge  concerning  the  engrav- 
ings of  old  records,  which  are  ancient, 
which  contain  those  parts  of  my  scrip- 
ture of  which  have  been  spoKen,  by 
the  manifestation  of  my  Spirit;  yea, 
behold  L  will  tell  you  in  your  mind  and 
in  your  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  shall  come  upon  you  and  which 
shall  dwell  in  your  heart. 

Now,  behold  this  is  the  Spirit  of 
Revelation  behold  this  is  the  Spirit  by 
which  Moses  brought  the  children  of 
Israel  through  the  Red  sea  on  dry 
ground;  therefore  this  is  thy  gift;  ap- 
ply unto  it,  and  blessed  art  thou,  for 
it  shall  deliver  you  out  of  the  .hands 
of  your  enemies,  when,  if  it  were  not 
so  they  would  slay  you  and  bring  your 
soul  to  destruction. 

( )  remember  these  words,  and  keep 
my  commandments.  Remember  this 
is  your  gift.  Now  this  is  not  all  thy 
gift;  for  you  have  another  gift,  which 
is  the  gift  of  Aaron:  behold  it  has 
told  you  many  things:  behold  there 
is  no  other  power  save  the  power  of 
God  that  can  cause  this  gift  of  Aaron  to 
be  with  you;  therefore,  doubt  not,  for 
it  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  you  shall  hold 
it  in  your  hands,  and  do  marvelous 
works;  and  no  power  shall  be  able  to 
take  it  awav  out  of  your  hands:  for  it 


is  the  work  of  God.  And  therefore, 
whatsoever  you  shall  ask  me  to  tell 
you  by  that  means,  that  will  1  grant 
unto  you  and  you  shall  have  knowl- 
edge concerning  it:  remember  that 
without  faith  you  can  do  nothing. 
Therefore,  ask  in  faith.  Trifle  not 
with  these  things:  do  not  ask  for  that 
which  vou  ought  not:  ask  that  you 
may  know  the  mysteries  of  God,  and 
that  you  may  translate  and  receive 
knowledge  from  all  those  ancient 
records  which  have  been  hid  up,  that 
are  sacred,  and  according  to  your  faith 
shall  it  be  done  unto  you.  Behold,  it 
is  I  that  have  spoken  it:  and  I  am  the 
same  who  spake  unto  vou  from  the  be- 
ginning.   Amen. 

REVELATION 

Given  to  Oliver  Cowdery,  April,  1829. 

Behold  I  say  unto  you.  my  son.  that 
because  you  did  not  translate  accord- 
ing to  that  which  you  desired  of  me, 
and  did  commence  again  to  write  for 
my  servant  Joseph  Smith,  jr.  even  so 
I  would  that  you  should  continue  until 
you  have  finished  this  record,  which  I 
have  intrusted  unto  him;  and  then  be- 
hold, other  records  have  I,  that  I  will 
give  unto  you  power  that  you  may  as- 
sist to  translate. 

Be  patient  my  son,  for  it  is  wisdom 
in  me,  and  it  is  not  expedient  that  you 
should  translate  at  the*  present  time. 
Behold  the  work  which  you  are  call- 
ed to  do.  is  to  write  for  my  servant 
Joseph;  and  behold  it  is  because  that 
you  did  not  continue  as  you  commenc- 
ed, when  you  began  to  translate,  that 
I  have  taken  away  this  privilege  from 
you.  Do  not  murmur  my  son,  for  it 
is  wisdom  in  me  that  1  have  dealt  with 
you  after  this  manner. 

Behold  you  have  not  understood,  you 
have  supposed  that  I  would  give  it 
unto  you,  when  you  took  no  thought, 
save  it  was  to  ask  me;  but  behold  I 
say  unto  you,  that  you  must  study  it 
out  in  your  mind;  then  you  must  ask 
me  if  it  be  right,  and  if  it  is  right,  I 
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will  cause  that  your  bosom  shall  burn 
within  you:  therefore  you  shall  feel 
that  it  is  right;  but  if  it  be  not  right, 
you  shall  have  no  such  feelings,  but 
you  shall  have  a  stupor  of  thought, 
that  shall  cause  you  to  forget  the  thing 
which  is  wrong:  therefore,  you  cannot 
write  that  which  is  sacred,  save  it  be 
given  you  from  me. 

Now  if  you  had  known  this,  you 
could  have  translated,  nevertheless,  it 
is  not  expedient;  that  you  should  trans- 
late now.  Behold  it  was  expedient 
when  you  commenced,  but  you  feared" 
and  the  time  is  not  expedient  now:  for. 
do  you  not  behold  that  I  have  given 
unto  my  servant  Joseph  sufficient 
strength,  whereby  it  is  made  up?  ami 
neither  of  you  have  1  condemned. 

Do  this  thing  which  1  have  com- 
manded you.  and  you  shall  prosper. 
Be  faithful  and  yield  to  no  tempta- 
tion. Stand  fast  in  the  work  where- 
with I  have  called  you,  and  a  hair  of 
your  head  shall  not  be  lost,  and  you 
shall  be  lifted  up  at  the  last  day. 
Amen. 

We  still  continued  the  work  of  trans- 
lation, when  in  the  ensuing  month, 
(May,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine.)  we  on  a  certain  day  went  into 
the  woods  to  pray  and  enquire  of  the 
Lord  respecting  baptism  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins,  as  we  found  mention- 
ed in  the  translation  of  the  plates. 
While  we  were  thus  employed,  pray- 
ing, and  calling  upon  the  Lord,  a  mes- 
senger from  heaven  descended  in  a 
cloud  of  light,  and  having  laid  his 
hands  upon  us.  he  ordained  us,  saying 
unto  us.  "Upon  you  my  fellow  ser- 
vants, in  the  name  of  Messiah,  I  con- 
fer the  priesthood  of  Aaron,  which 
holds  the  keys  of  the  ministering  of 
angels,  and  of  the  gospel  of  repentance 
and  of  baptism  by  immersion,  for  the 
remission  of  sins,  and  this  shall  never 
be  taker,  again  from  the  earth,  until 
the  sons  of  Levi,  do  offer  again  an 
offering  unto  the  Lord  in  righteous-. 
ness/"     He   said  this  Aaronic  priest- 

! Rutland  edition— "and  the  time  is  past,  ami 
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hood  had  not  the  power  of  laying  on 
of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
but  that  this  should  be  conferred 
on  us  hereafter,  and  he  commanded  us 
to  go  and  be  baptized,  and  gave  us  di- 
rections that  I  should  baptize  Oliver 
Cowdery,  and  afterwards  that  he 
should  baptize  me.  Accordingly  we 
went  and  were  baptized. 

I  baptized  him  first,  and  afterwards 
he  baptized  me.  after  which  I  laid  my 
hands  upon  his  head  and  ordained  him 
to  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  and  after- 
wards lie  laid  his  hands  on  me  and 
ordained  me  to  the  same  priesthood, 
for  so  we  were  commanded. 

The  messenger  who  visited  us  on 
this  occasion,  and  conferred  the  priest- 
hood upon  us  said  that  his  name  was 
John,  the  same  that  is  called  John  the 
Baptist,  in  the  Xew  Testament,  and 
that  he  acted  under  the  direction  of 
Peter,  James,  and  John,  who  held  the 
keys  of  the  priesthood  of  Melchise- 
deck,  which  priesthood  he  said  should 
in  due  time  be  conferred  on  us  and 
that  I  should  be  called  the  first  elder, 
and  he  the  second.  It  was  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-nine,  that  we  were  bap- 
tized and  ordained  under  the  hand  of 
the  messenger. 

Immediately  upon  our  coming  up 
out  of  the  water,  after  we  had  been 
baptized,  we  experienced  great  and 
glorious  blessings  from  our  heavenly 
father.  Xo  sooner  had  I  baptized.  Oli- 
ver Cowdery  than  the  Holy  Ghost  fell 
upon  him  and  he  stood  up  andprophe- 
cied  many  things  which  should  shortly 
come  to  pass:  And  again  so  soon  as  I 
had  been  baptized  by  him,  I  also,  had 
the  spirit  of  prophecy,  when  standing 
up  1  prophesied  concerning  the  rise  of 
the  church,  and  many  other  things 
connected  with  the  church  and  this 
generation  of  the  children  of  num.  We 
were  filled  witli  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
rejoiced  in  the  God  of  our  salvation. 

Our  minds  being  now  enlightened. 
we  began  to  have  the  scriptures  laid 
open  to  our  understandings,  and  the 
true  meaning  of  their  more  mysterious 
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passages  revealed  unto  us,  in  a  man- 
ner which  we  never  could  attain  previ- 
ously, nor  be  fore  had  thought  of.  In  the 
meantime  we  were  forced  to  keep 
secret  the  circumstances  of  our  hav- 
ing been  baptized,  and  having-  received 
the  priesthood;  owing  to  a  spirit  of 
persecution  which  had  already  mani- 
fested itself  in  the  neighborhood.  We 
had  been  threatened  with  being  mob- 
bed, from  time  to  time,  and  this  too 
by  professors  of  religion.  And  their 
intentions  of  mobbing  us  were  only 
counteracted  by  the  influence  of  my 
wife's  fathers  family,  (under  Divine 
Providence,  (who  had  become  very 
friendly  to  me,  and  were  opposed  to 
mobs,  and  were  willing  that  I  should 
be  allowed  to  continue  the  work  of 
translation  without  interruption:  And 
therefore  ottered  and  promised  us  pro- 
tection from  all  unlawful  proceedings 
as  far  as  in  them  lay. 

After  a  few  days  however,  feeling- 
it  to  be  our  duty,  we  commenced  to 
reason  out  of  the  scriptures,  with  our 
acquaintances  and  friends,  as  we  hap- 
pened to  meet  with  them.  About  this 
time  my  brother  Samuel  H.  Smith 
came  to  visit  us.  ^Ye  informed  him  of 
what  the  Lord  was  about  to  do  for  the 
the  children  of  men:  and  to  reason 
witii  him  out  of  the  bible.  We  also 
showed  him  that  part  of  the  work 
whieh  we  had  translated,  and  labored 
to  persuaded  him  concerning  the.gos- 
pel  of  Jesus  Christ  which  was  now 
about  to  be  revealed  in  its  fulness. 
He  was  not  however  very  easily  per- 
suaded of  these  things,  but  after 
much  enquiry  and  explanation,  he 
retired  to  the  woods,  in  order 
that  by  secret  and  fervent  prayer 
he  might  obtain  of  a  merciful 
Clod,  wisdom  to  enable  him  to  judge 
lor  himself.  The  result  was  that  he 
obtained  revelations  for  himself  suf- 
lieent  to  convince  him  of  the  truth  of 
our  assertions  to  him,  and  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  that  same  month  in, 
which  we  had  been  baptized  ;uid  or- 
dained, Oliver  Cowdery  baptized  bim 
and  he  returned  to  his   father's   bouse 


greatly  glorifying  and  praising  God 
being  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit.*  Not 
many  days  afterwards  my  brother 
Hyruni  Smith  came  to  us  to  enquire 
concerning  these  things,  when,  at  his 
earnest  request,  I  enquired  of  the 
Lord  through  the  Urim  and  Thum- 
uiim,  and  received  for  him  the  follow- 
ing: 

REVELATION 

Given  to  Hyrum  Smith,  Harmony. 
Susquehannah  county.  Penn  .  May. 
1829. 

A  great  and  marvelous  work  is  about 
to  come  forth  among  the  children  of 
men:  behold  I  am  God  and  give  heed 
to  my  word,  which  is  quick  and  power- 
ful, sharper  than  a  two  edged  sword, 
to  the  dividing  asunder  of  both  joints 
and  marrow:  therefore,  give  heed  un- 
to my  word. 

Behold  the  held  is  white  already  to 
harvest,  therefore,  whoso  desireth  to 
reap  iet  him  thrust  in  his  sickle  with 
his  might,  and  reap  while  the  day  lasts. 
that  he  may  treasure  up  for  his  soul 
everlasting  salvation  in  the  kingdom 
ot  God;  yea.  whosoever  will  thrust  in 
his  sickle  and  reap,  the  same  is  called 
of  God:  therefore,  if  you  will  ask  of 
me  you  shall  receive:  if  you  will  knock 
it  shall  be  opened  unto  you. 

Xow  as  you  have  asked,  behold  I 
say  unto  you.  keep  my  commandments, 
and  seek  to  bring  forth  and  establish 
the  cause  of  Zion.  Seek  not  for  riches 
but  for  wisdom,  and  behold  the  mys- 
teries of  God  shall  be  unfolded  unto 
you,  and  then  shall  you  be  made  rich: 
behold  he  that  hath  eternal  life  is  rich. 

Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  even 
as  you  desire  of  me,  so  shall  it  be  done 
unto  you:  and.  if  you  desire  you  shall 
be  the  me  ins  of  doing  much   good  in 


-See  David  Whitmers  Address,  pay;e  32-"In 
iliis  month  [meaning  June]  1  was  baptized. 
confirmed,  andoHlained  an  Elder  in  the  Church 
or  Christ  by  Bro.  Joseph  Smith.  Previous  to 
Ihis,  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery  hail 
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this  generation.  Say  riothiiig  but  re- 
pentence  unto  this  generation.  Keep 
my  commandments,  and  assist  to 
bring  forth  my  work  according  to  my 
commandments,  and  you  shall  be 
blessed. 

Behold  thou  hast  a  gift,  or  thou 
shalt  have  a  gift  if  thou  wilt  desire  of 
me  in  faith,  with  an  honest  heart, 
b'.lieving  in  the  power  of  Jesus  Christ, 
or  in  my  power  which  speaketh  unto 
thee:  for  behold  it  is  I  that  speaketh: 
behold  I  am  the  light  that  shineth  in 
darkness,  and  by  my  power  I  give 
these  wrords  unto  thee. 

And,  now.  verily,  verily  I  say  unto 
thee,  put  your  trust  in  that  Spirit 
which  leadetii  to  do  good:  yea,  to  do 
justly:  to  walk  humbly;  to  judge 
righteously;  and  this  is  my  Spirit. 

Verily,  verily  J  say  unto  you,  I  will 
impart  unto  you  of  my  Spirit,  which 
shall  enlighten  your  mind,  which  shall 
lili  your  soul  with  joy,  and  then  shall 
ye  know,  or  by  this  shall  you  know, 
all  things  whatsoever  you  desire  of 
me,  which  is  pertaining  unto  things 
of  righteousness,  in  faith  believing  in 
me  that  you  shall  receive. 

Behold  I  command  you,  that  you 
need  not  suppose  that  you  are  called 
to  preach  until  you  are  called:  wait 
a  little  longer,  until  you  shall  have  my 
word,  my  rock,  my  church,  and  my 
gospel,  that  you  may  know  of  a  surety 
my  doctrine;  and  then  behold  according 
to  your  desires,  yea,  even  according  to 
your  faith,  shall  it  be  done  unto  you. 
Keep  my  commandments;  hold  your 
peace;  appeal  unto  my  Spirit:  yea. 
cleave  unto  me  with  all  your  heart 
that  you  may  assist  in  bringing  to 
light  those  things  of  which  have  been 
spoken:  yea,  the  translation  of  my 
work:  be  patient  until  you  shall  ac- 
complish it, 

Behold  this  is  your  work,  to  keep 
my  commandments:  yea,  with  all  your 
might,  mind,  and  strength:  seek  not 
to  declare  my  word,  but  first  seek  to 
obtain  my  word,  and  then  shall  your 
tongue  be  loosened:  then,  if  you  de- 
sire, you  shall  have  my  spirit,  and  rriy 


word:  yea,  the  power  of  God  unto  the 
convincing  of  men:  but  now  hold  your 
pace;  study  my  word  which  hath  gone 
forth  among  the  children  of  men:  and 
also  study  my  word  which  shall  come 
forth  among  the  children  of  men;  or 
which  is  now  translating:  yea,  until 
you  have  obtained  all  which  I  shall 
grant  unto  the  children  of  men  in  this 
generation;  and  then  shall  all  things  be 
added  thereunto. 

Behold  thou  art  Hyrum,  my  son: 
seek  the  kingdom  God  and  all  things 
shall  be  added  according  to  that  which 
is  just,  Build  upon  my  rock,  which  is 
my  gospel,  deny  not  the  spirit  of  rev- 
elation, nor  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  for 
wo  unto  him  that  denieth these  things: 
therefore,  treasure  up  in  your  hearts 
until  the  time  which  is  in  my  wisdom, 
that  you  shall  go  forth:  behold  I 
speak  unto  all  who  have  good  desires, 
and  have  thrust  in  their  sickles  to 
reap. 

Behold  I  am  Jesus  Christ,  the  Sou 
of  God:  I  am  the  life  and  the  light  of 
the  world:  I  am  the  same  who  came 
unto  my  own,  and  my  own  received 
me  not:  but  verily,  verily  I  say  unto 
you,  that  as  many  as  receiveth  me. 
them  will  I  give  power  to  become  the 
sons  of  God.  even  to  them  that  believe 
on  niv  name.    Amen. 
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NOTICE. 
Due  notice  is  hereby  given  those  persons  who  have  intimated  pub- 
licly that  they  will  sometime  in  the  future  publish  The  Writings  of 
Joseph  Smith,  known  as  the  "Seer,"  that  the  publisher  of  the  Relic 
Library  will  defend  his  COPYRIGHT  to  the  utmost  limit  of  the  law. 
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